Mining Bill.
ADJOURNMENT.
Teg COLONIAL SECRETARY

moved that the House do now adjourn.

Hon. J.' W. HACKETT : It was very
important to certain members who were
interested in the Redistribution of Seats
Bill, but who would be unable to be
present to-morrow owing to the last of
the agricaltural shows, that the House
should be adjourned until Tuesday next.

Hon. B. C. O’'BRIEN: The Colonial
Secretary might act on the advice of Dr.
Hackett. The weather was not con-
ducive to members coming here and
making speeches.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY was ready
at all times to attend at the House.

How. J. W. HACKE'TT : The Synod
of the Church of England was now being
beld, and he, being the registrar of the
diocese, had to be n attendance.

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY: In
that case he would withdraw the motion
and move that the House at its rising
do adjourn until Tuesday next.

Question (s altered) put and passed.

The House adjourned at five minutes
to 6 o'clock, until the next Tuesday.

Hegiglatibe Agsembly,
Wednesday, 18th November, 1903.
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Bills. 2191

NOTICE—MOTION OF NO CONFIDENCE.
HEMARKS ON FROCEDURE.

Mz. 8. C. PIGOTT (West Kimberley) :
I beg to give notice that on Tuesday,
24th November, I will move:

That the Government has by its faulty
administration forfeited the confidence of this
Houze and the conntry.

Tes PREMIER (Hon. Walter James) :
I hope the hon. member will not think I
am discourteous when I propose to go on
with the business of the country ; because
I think that is far more important
than delaying it, pending 2 lengthy and
wordy debate that will do no good to the
country and which should not be utilised
for the delay of the country’s work. T’
make this statement, bnt I would not
like the hon. member to think I am dis.
courteous to hint personally.

Mr. PIGOTT: If the orders of the
House permit of that procedure, I have
no objection to its being taken; but in
order that we may get sorae matters
gettled, and in order that the country
may have a chance of seeing into the past
administration of this Government, I
have tabled this motion and intend to
move it, I trust by the time a vote is
taken it will be proved without any doubt
whatever that I was perfectly justified in
moving it. With regard to the question
of going on with the vrdinary business, I
see no objection to it at all.

KATANNING ELECTRIC LIGHTING
AND POWER BILL (PrIvaTE),

M=z. FouLgEs brought up the report
of the select committee on this private
Bill.

Report received.

KALGOORLIE TRAMWAYS ACT
AMENDMENT BILL.

Introduced by the MINISTER roR
Works, and read a first time.

METROPOLITAN WATER AND
SEWERAGE BILL.

Introduced by the MiwisTer For
Works, and read a first time.

ROADS AND STREETS CLOSURE BILL.
Introduced by the MinisTErR FoR
Laxps, and read a first time.
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AGRICULTURAL LANDS PURCHASE ACT
AMENDMENT BILL.

Introduced by the MinNisTER FOR
Lanps. and read a first time.

UNIVERSITY ENDOWMENT BILL.
IN COMMITTEE.
Me. IurineworTE i the Chair; the
Premier in charge of the Bill.
Clause 1—agreed to.
Clause 2—Power to uppoint trustees :

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mzr. MORAN: Did the Premier think . B I
' to dismiss neglectful trustees.

it wise to limit the number of members
to five?

Tue PREMIER believed in makiog
the boards who dealt with property as
.small in numbers as possible. Three or
five memnbers would take an interest in

the matter, but the members of a large

board attended irregularly. A greater
effectiveness was obtained by placing
control in the hands of a small number
of men who felt that they ought to attend
meetings and that their voices were
weighty at those meetings.

Mr. MORAN: There was something
in the argument, but it was not applied
to other institutions. There was no sug-
gestion that- the number of members of
Parliament should be reduced to the
quorum. With a small board there was
no chance of geiting more extended
opinion. With an increased board there
was a possibility of membera attending.
This would give more extended represen-

Bill, in Committee.

Mr. MORAN moved as an amend-

ment:

That the words “any number of,” in line
1, be struck out, and “seven” inserted in
lien; and that the words “ not being less than
th;ee nor more than five,” in line 2, be struck
out.

Amendment passed, and tbe clause as
amended agreed to.

Clause 5—Trustees to be a body cor-
porate :

Mr. HASTIE: Power should be given

Mr. Moraw: Was such power ever
taken in similar Bills ?

Tee PREMIER: By regulation it
was generally provided that trustees
absent from a certain nnumber of meet-
ings vacated their seats. It was desirable
to have as fur as possible a fixed hoard ;
and wide representation could not be

- secured if regular attendance was com-

pulsory. The amount of work to be
done would not be large, being mainly

~ confined to collecting rents and secreta-

tation, in a board in which Pariiament

would have confidence. Better have a
board of seven. If it were *“five or seven,”
people would insist on the maximum.
Me. HASTIE : As this was not a
metropolitan board but one representing
the whole State, it should counsist of
seven members, so that not only interests
but localities might by represented.
Me. DAGLISH: Some number, five
or seven, should be definitely fixed, and

the trustees compelled to aitend to their -

duties. There was no provision for
vacating the seat of a trustee who failed
to attend. He bad known trustees who
consistently refused either to do their
duty or to relinquish their trust. A
body so small that the quorum muost
consist of two would be dangerous in any
circumstances; for if the endowment
appreciated materially in value, enormous
power would then be given to two persons.
He approved of & board of seven,

rial duties. A very few meetings per
annum would suffice.

Mg. Davrisa: If the meetings were
few, attendance should be compulsory.

Tae PREMIER: A quorum of four
ghould he ample. Personally he thought
little of the regulation that a man should
vacate a seat if absent from a certain
number of meetings without leave of his
colleugues ; for such leave was invariably
given. The Bill provided for supplving a
trustee’s place on his death, resignation,
or absence frow the State.

Mr. Hastiz: Empower the Governo
to appoint trustees from time to time.

Tae PREMIER: No. That would
make the board a political body. The
irustees would have no voice in settling
the future operation of the university ;
but would merely hold and develop
whatever funds and real estate might be
donated to the trust by private persons
or by the Government.

Me. DAGLISH: The Premier might
solve the difficulty by providing that the
Governor should have power to remove
any trustee on the recommendation of
five out of seven trustees. There was no
likelihood of five trustees being influenced
by improper motives. He (Mr. Daglish)

. bad known trustees who refused even to

sign necessary documents, or to take any

. responeibility connected with the trust,
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thus causing deadlocks. The Bill should
give power to deal with such men, who
might seriously interfere with the work
of the trust. Such cases had arisen in
friendly societies.

Tae Premier: Ezceptional cases.

Me. DAGLISH: No matter how
exceptional if they arose.

Tae PREMIER : Not so.
not legislate for exceptional cases.
must be an independent board.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 4—Endowment:

Mz, MORAN: Was it not desirable to
submit these endowments to Parliament ?
Less important matters were submitted
to Parliament.

Mr. DAGLISH : The estublishment of.
the university only was subject to Parlia-
ment.

Tue PREMIER: Hundreds and thou-
sands of acres were given away t{o public
bedies and semi-public bodies, and there
could be no objection in giving the same
power in relation to a university that
trustees of friendly societies and semi-
public bodies enjoyed., All the money
raised and received by the trustees would
come back to the State, as a university
would relieve future burdens in the shape
of education.

Mz. DAGLISH: Had the Government
considered the question of what endow-
ment it was proposed to confer straight
away on the trustees ? He was satisfied
to give the Government power to make
the largest possible endowment for this
work if a guarantee were given that when
the university was established it should
not be a close institution.

Tag PreEmier : Could not future Par.
liaments be trusted ?

Mz. DAGLISH : In other States close
institutions were established, and the
tendency of universiiy councils was in

_that direction. It was thé duty of mem-
bers to provide that the university should
be for the benefit of the public, and not
only for the benefit of those who wanted
a university. This could only be done
by taking pains to give to the students

We could
This

[18 NovemBER, 1903.]

working during the day an opportunity '

of attending university lectures at nighi
time. It was not suflicient to have umni-
versity lectures given during the day.
Some years ago he (Mr. Daglish) was

anxious to attend university lectures in .

Melbourne, and he got up a strong .

Bill, in Commalttee. 2198

agitation with the objeet of inducing
the Melbourne University Council to
provide evening lectures; but the reply
was that the council would accept the fees,
thoughevening lectures could not be given.
Lectures were delivered when the larger
proportion of students were not able to
attend. We should endeavonr to popu-
lavise any university established, and the
proper time to begin was in making the
conditiong ag to endowmenis, Parlia-
ment was now dealing with the endow-
ment, therefore we should make conditions
as to how the proceeds of the endowment
were to be expended.

Tax PREMIER: TUntil Parliament
passed legislation to establish a State
University, how could we provide how the
proceeds of the endowment should be
used P It would be impossible to say
that o future university should hold
night lectures. IF once we began expres-
ging our opinions, then all members
might express their ideas of what the
university should do. How could we
bind the trnstees down as to how the
vniversity should be run? That would
rest with a future Parliament which
was called on to establish a university.
None of us wished to see in Western
Australia a university run on the lines of
the existing English universities or those
in the Eastern States. It was to be
hoped we should not have a university of
the elass referred to by the hon. member,
but how could provision be made in con-
nection with a future umiversity when we
had uot established or founded that
university ? We should not anticipate
the future : if so all members would desire
to give their own particular ideas of what
a university should be.

Me. STONE : Endowments to friendly
societies were only building sites; any
endowment ito a upiversity should bhe
submitted to Parliament for approval.

Tee PREMIER: In answer to the
question put by the wember for Subiaco,
the Government had not considered the
area of land which should be granted as
an endowment to the ueiversity, but it
was thought a substantial area should be
given of land which was lately part of
the Perth Commonage. There were
claims in connection with the land, and
until & Bill was passed it was premature
to consider what would be done with that
land. The member for Subiaco had his
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municipal eye on it, the Leederville
Council wanted some of 1t, and it would
be necessary to see what should be done
in relation to all of the claims. He
might say that he looked with greater
spmpathy on the university than on the
municipalities concerned.

Mr. MORAN: The Government on
the eve of a general election should bold
their hand and not make a large endow-
ment of this kind. He would like to see
the matter discussed at the general elec-
tion, and whatever Government came
back with the full confidence of the
country should make the endowment.
He did not say this offensively, but in
a matter of this iinportance, the aliema-
tion of a large piece of land, it was fit
and proper to leave it until the next
sesgion and until the Government had
received a fresh mandate from the people.
The Minister for Lands had to consider
a great many small grants of land, but
this was a matter occurring only once.
There was no hurry to make an endow-
ment yet. Personally he would prefer to
see a clause inserted giving Parliament
the power of review.

Clause put and passed.

Clause o—agreed to.

Clause 6—Powers of Trustees :

Mz. MORAN: Were these the usual

powers in cases of this kind ?

Tue Premier: The powers of control
and management were given by the clause.

Mr. MORAN : How did this provision
compare with other endowments in Aus-
tralia; had the Premier looked at other
Acts ?

Tee PREMIER: This Bill was
founded on Acts in force in other places,
University councils had the power to deal
with endowments; but speaking from
memory, in nearly every place in the
Bastern States and in New Zealand en-
dowments were given before the univer.
sity was established; subsequently the
endowments passed to the councils, who
had the ordinary rights of dealing with
property. The clause gave the trustees
the control and management of the real
and personal property vested in or ac-
quired by them and the trustees had
power to set out roads, streets, and open
spaces, and to erect and maintain build-
ings upon, and otherwise improve any
land or other property in their discretion.
The clause gave general power. Then by

|ASSEMBLY.)

Bil}, in Commitiee.

Clause 7 there was power to lease for 21
years. If the trustees desired to exceed
that term they could grant a building
leage for 99 years, but in each case the
consent of the Govermor had to be
obtained.

Me. MORAN: The clause was very
definite. It stated “in the absolute
discretion of the trustees.” That power
was not given to other boards.

Tee PreEmiee: We were giving to
the trustees property which we knew
would be developed and improved.

Me. MORAN : The powers were very
far-reaching, and could not afterwards be
altered.

Tue Premier: How could that be
avoided ?

Claunse put and passed.

Clause 7—Power to lease with the
approval of the Governor, to transfer,
exchange, or mortgage lands :

Me. DAGLISH : Too large a power
was contained in the last few words of
the clause, the power to transfer, ex-
change, or mortgage lands. That should
be done by a separate Bill if the neces-
sity arose, so that Parliament might give
consent.

Tue PreEMIER: There should be power
given to transfer.

Me. DAGLISH: The granting of a
lease was not transferring. This was a
power to alienate from an endowment
any land the trustees chose to alienate
by transfer or exchange, so long as they
got the approval of the Governor, and
very often that meant the approval of
the Minister.

TeE PreMiEr: Strike out the word
“ transfer.”

Mr. DAGLISH: If the transfer or
exchange was desirable, Parliament
could pass a Bill through the three
readings in ten minutes in order to effect
that transfer; there would be no diffi-
culty about it. We ought not to-give a
body of trustees the power to alienate
land set apart for this purpose, even
with the approval of the Governor. The
Premier would recognise there was no
great hardship in striking out these
words. He moved as an amendment,

That the words * transfer, exchange, or,” in
line 4, be struck out.”

Tz PREMIER: The word “ transfer”
ought not o be in, but “ exchange ” should
remain. A cage might crop up where it
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would be advantageous to effect an ex-
change.

Me. FOULKES: It might be neces-
sary for the trustees to sell portioms of
land. A wan might leave a bit of land
worth perhaps £100, and an individual
might be willing to make a very good
offer for it if he could have it straight
away, but if it were necessary to come to
Parliament a person might have to wait
six months. Many a testator gave power
to sell, mortgage, and exchange land.
If we could not trust these trustees to
look after the endowwments of the univer.
sity, he did not see the good of appoint-
ing them. They could not part with
these lands except with the approval of
the Governor. The clause should remain
as it stood.

T PREMIER said he would have
a new clause inserted giving the trustees
free action in regard to land left by other
persons.

Me. STONE: The word * mortgage”
should also be struck out of the clause.
A mortgage was no good without power
of gale.

Tre PrEmien: If the mortgage was
no good without power of sale, the
trustees could not raise it.

Awmendment, passed, and the clause as |

amended agreed to.

Claunse 8—agreed to.

Clause 9—Ezemption of trust property
from taxation :

Mz. DAGLISH: One did not lmow
why an endowment of this sort, benefited
by municipal improvements, should not
contribute to the cost of those improve-
ments.

Mr. Moran: The university would
inerease the value of land 50 per cent.

Mz. DAGLISH: Theargument which
applied to Government land did not
apply to a university endowment. The
justification for the Government escaping
was that the Government. gave a subsidy
which took the place of taxation they
otherwise would pay.

Tae PREMIER: This clause was not
urged by him because Crown lands were
exempt from rating, but becauvse the
State proposed to make a Jarge endow-
ment for a State purpose, and we asked
local bodies not to impose taxation upon
it. Whilst the land remained in the
name of the Crown it could not be taxed,
and why should it be taxed because the

[18 Noveungr, 1903.]
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Crown handed it over to a body created
for the purposes of management? We
provided tbat  the benefit of such exemp-
tion shall not exiend to any other persou
who may be the owners of any estate or
interest in such property, whether as
purchaser, lessee, or otherwise.”

Mz. Hasrie: Supposing the trustees
went in for renting; would they then
pay?

THE PrEMIER : Yes.

Mr. DAGLISH: As soon as they
leased property, the municipality would
have the first claim on a tenant. The
tenant at once became responsible for
arrears,

Tre PREMIER: If the arrears were
50 beavy that no tenant would pay them -
the trustees could not let property, or if
they did the rent for some years would
have to accumulate to pay off the local
taxation.

Mg. DacrLise: It was a great shame
that the Perth Commonage had not been
taxed all along,

Tug PREMIER: The authorities
ghould not be able to tax land which was
handed over to the trustees, but never-
theless substantially remained Crown
land.

M=, HASTIE : Most of this land, he
took i, would not be connected with
municipalities but roads boards; and
rouds boards were not entitled to as much
consideration as municipalities. Some of
the property would be of very little use
until the roads were made, and these
roads should be made at the expense of
regidents about the place. Last year or
the year before we were anxious to let
roads boards levy some taxation. It
would be unfair if they were asked to
contribute not only to the benefit of their
own property but to the great benefit of
property of the unmiversity. Should it
not be said that rates should not be
levied unless there were some services
rendered or some particulur - benefit to
that property ?

Tae PREMIER : Supposing there were
200 acres of land taken from the Com-
monage, the local municipality would say
“You have 200 acres,” and they would
place upon it the selling price; so the
amount of taxation would be terrific.

Mg. Daeriss: The municipality had
already spent about £300 adjacent to
this land,
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Tae PREMIER: When there were
local ratepayers and the property was
improved, that property would become
ratable.

Claunse put and passed.

{lanse 10—Meetings:

Me. MORAN moved that the word
“two” be struck out and “four”
inserted in lieu.

Me. HASTIE: One of the cousidera-
tions in making the members seven was
that people from different parts of the
State might be appointed. If 2 quorum
of four were insisted upon business mlgbt
be suapended for months.

Me. MORAN: To begin with, these
meetings would only be held about twice
a year, and to commence the work four
members ought to be present.

Amendment passed, and the clanse as
amended agreed fo.

Cluuse 11—Officers:

M=i. Moran: Would this refer to the
officers of the university.

Tee PreEMiEr : No.

Mr. MograNn: It would only refer to a
secretary or a rent collector ?

Tae PrEMIER: Yes, or to a surveyor.

M=. Moraw: The board would have
power to appoint their own officers P

TeE PrREMIER: Yes.

Clanse put and passed.

Clause 12—Remuneration of trusiees:

Me. Dagrisa : What percentage would
the trustees receive ?

Tae PREMIER: On such a large
property we should nof. allow a percentage.
Members shonld receive fees for each
sitting, and we might pay the expenses of
a man who lived out of Perth.

Mz, Moran: That wounld be sufficient.

Tee PREMIER: By paying a small
fee members would attend more regularly
and do better work. Those who advo-
cated payment of members should not
refuse to pay the trustees.

M=r. MORAN: A small fee would have
litile effect on the trustees, who would act
on the hoard purely as a labour of love
and as enthusiasts in doing good to the
cause of higher education. = We could
afford to pay very little at the beginning,
but there would be many hard days
before the institution ere it reached a
satisfactory position.

give a small honorarium, but the class of |

men we expected to have on the board
would not be attracted by fees.

[ASSEMBLY. ]

Bill, in Committee.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 13—agreed to.

Preamble :

Mz. JACOBY: Would it not be wise
to include in the schedule a description
of the land P The Government had taken
up the position that in all cases of this
deseription land should not be given
without the consent of Parliument.

Tee PREMIER: That question was
discussed on Clause 2. It might be
necessary to have a new clause so that
the trustees could do what was necessary
with land with which they were endowed.

Me. JACOBY: Did Clause 9 take
away entirely from the municipalities and
local authorities the power to tax the
endowed lands for the upkeep of
roads ?

Tae PREMIER : There was no exemp-
tion when the land was oceupied by
individuals, The exemption only lasted
while the trustees were in possession of
the land.

Mz, Jacosy: Would they not be taxed
for the front of their buildings ?

Tae Premier: This Bill did not deal
with the university.

Mr. MORAN: The Premier should
explain his proposed new clause. One
could not say straight away whether the
powers of this board differed from the
powers held by any other board holding
land in fee.

Tee PREMIER: Somebody might
want to give the board 100 acres. Why
should we tie the hands of the trustees?

Mr. MORAN: Because the board had
no extraneous powers. The trustees were
still servants of the State.

Tee PREMIER: The board should
have power to deal with lands given by
private individuals. The system of
leasing might not apply to non-suburban
lands.

Mr. Moran: Could the board not
come to Parliament for a fresh wan.
date?

Tae PREMIER: The greater freedom
given to the board the better it would be.
It was necessary to make it clear that the
trustees shouid carry out any trusts im-
posed upon them by the donors of land.
The new clause would be moved on

We could only | recommittal.

Preamble put and passed.
Title—agreed to.
Bill reported with amendments,
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PRISONS BILL.
ASSEMBLY'S AMENDMENTS,

The Couocil having disagreed to cer-
tain of the Assembly’s amendments. the
reasons for same were considered in Com-
mittee; Mr. ILnineworTH in the Chair,

No. 1—Clause 19, line 1, between
“any ” and * justice  insert « member of
the Legislature or” :

Tae MINISTER FOR WORKS:
‘When the Bill was previously before the
Committee members thought it desirable
that it should be expressly laid down that
members of Parliament should have the
right to enter and examine any prison at
any time. The Legislative Council had
agreed to the other amendments, some of
them being very important, but this
amendment was not of great importance
and not worth while insisting wupon,
because members had every access to
prisons whenever they desired it. The
‘majority of wembers of Parliament were
justices of the peace, and had a right to
go into prisons at any time.

Mg. Tavior: A very small number of
members of this House were justices.

Tee MINISTER: Whether justices
or not, members had no difficulty.

M=z, Tavror: Orders had to be
obtained from the Colonial Secretary.

Tae MINISTER: There was no delay
in doing so. It was most desirable that
thig Bill should be added to the legis-
lation of the State, because it was a very
necessary measure. If we insisted upon
this amendment the Bill might not come
back from another place. Was it worth
while to insist on the privilege being
inserted in the Bill and risk losing the
Bill?

Me. Srowkx: Members
place desired the privilege.

Tue MINISTER : How could that be,
when another place rejected the amend-
ment ¥ He moved :

That the amendment be not insisted on.

Mr. TAYLOR regretted that the
Minister was so anxious to agree with
another place.

THE MINISTER :
to risk the Bill

Mr. TAYLOR:

in another

The desire was not

[18 Noveneer, 1903.]

It was unfortunate |

that legislation which originated in this, -

the people's, House was invariably
altered to suit the Upper Chamber.
the amendment was not ingisted on,

Amendments. 2197

members of Parliament, like private
persons, could not without orders from
the Colonial Secretary visit prisons, and
a member would bave no advantage over
a private person save more e€asy access to
the Colonial Secretary. This wonld not
apply to most members of another place,
for they were justices, and could visit
prisons ez officio. To test the feeling of
the country as to another place, he (Mr.
Taylor) would sacrifice any Bill, so that
the people might know what a stumbling
block another place was, and might take
steps to remove it. Let this House
assert its independence, and the rights
conferred on it by the people. These
rights every Parliamentary candidate
pledged himself to maintain, and when
elected meekly uccepted every amend-
rent made by the Council. TLook at this
thin House, an evidence of the apathy
and neglect of those sent here to do the
country’s business, some of whom, while
objecting to payment of members, drew
their salaries and did practically nothing
io return,

Tueg PREMIER: This Bill was a
consolidatiog measure, introduced not so
much with a view to new legislation as
to bring up to date existing statutes, some
of them very antiquated. From such a
Bill controversial matters should as far
possible bLe eliminated, for it would
then have a better chance of passing.
This proposal was novel and contentious;
and the Council disagreed with it while
agreeing to our other amendments.

Me. Tavror: But surely for the sake
of disagreeing the Council would not
throw out the Bill 7

Tre PREMIER : Another place could
take up the position he took on the
Administration Bill—that the House in-
troducing novel legislation in a consoli-
dating measure ought not to press its
views to such an extent as to sacrifice the
Bill, but should give way. Though per-
gonally he agreed with ihe Assembly’s
amendment, he would not for its aake
lose the Bill. He would do his utmost
to facilitate the visiting of prisons by
hon. members.

Me. TAYLOR: A member not well
acquainted with prison regulations might
wish to pay a surprise visit. If the prison
authorities anticipated a visit, the place
wag brought up to date and set in order.
As members made laws for the conduet of



2198 Early Closing Bill:

prisons, they should have a right to see
how the laws worked and see the prison
in its everyday array. The member for
Perth (Mr. Purkiss) told him that last
week he had visited the Fremantle prison
and found to his astonishment that a
“first timer” was given three months’
separate confinement which a second or
third timer did not undergo. It wasan
absurdity and a hardship that a first
timer ghould be more harshly treated
than an old offender. Nomne kuew whether
the regulations the Minister had before
him were those enforced in the prison,
If permitted, some members would be
energetic enough to pay surprise visits in
the inierests of prisoners, whose ireat-
ment should be not punitive but refor-
matory. With this object the law ehould
be amended next session; for a wmember
ought to be able without permission to
visit any institution controlled by the
Government. As Parliament held the
purse-strings, no person should be more
eligible than a member of Parliament to
visit all Government iustitutions. He
protested against our tacitly adopting on
every oceasion suggestions from another

place.

Mz. STONE : A member should have
a right to visit prisons, to ascertain how
they were conducted. The mayor of
any municipality, being ez officio a justice,
conld do so,

Question passed, and the Assembly’s
amendment not insisted on.

No. 2 (consequential)—not insisted on.

Resolutions  reported, the report
adopted, and a message accordingly
returned to the Council.

[Sitting suspended for 10 mninutes.]

EARLY CLOSING ACT AMENDMENT
BILL.

ASSEMBLY'S AMENDMENTS.

Tle Assembly having made four amend-
ments, and the Council having disagreed
to three, the same were now farther con-
sidered in Committee.

No. 1—Clause 5, strike out the word
“ten” (ten o'clock closing}, and insert
“nine’ in lieu:

Tae PREMIER: The Council were
not prepared to accepl the Assembly’s
amendment that shops should be closed
at nine o’clock instead of ten on Saturday
nights, and he himself disagreed with
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that amendment. He would like the
question discussed by those in conflict
with himself, and it was for them to con-
sider whether it was advisable for us to
insist mpon the closing hour being nine
or to retain the hour of ten. He under-
stood that since the matter was decided
in the House, meetings had been held of
shop employees, who did not express
themselves very strongly in favour of
nine o'clock.

Mr. Jounsow: They wanted uine
o’clock, but did not know how to get it.

Tee PREMIER moved—

That the amendment be not insisted upon,

Mr. HASTIE : It was to be regretted
the mover of the amendment was not
present. Had he been, he would have
considered this question from other points
of view than that put forward by the
Premier, The amendment was carried
unanimously, or at any rate without a
division. When we were debating the
question at that time we did not specially
consider any shop assistants who might
meet to diséuss the subject, Tt was
stated by the Speaker and varicus other
members that a large portion of the shop
employees had to work nuntil late on
Saturday nights. It was also stated that
nine o'clock closing existed in different
parts of Awustralin, and that in no
cagse had any great inconvenience taken
place either to the shopkeepers, shop
assistunts, or the public. Last year also
we declared in favour of nine o'clock.
The amendment having been passed with-
outa division, the matter ought to have
been treated with much more considera-
tion by gentlemen in another place than
it had been. It would be as easy for
people to make their purchases a little
before nine o'clock as a little before ten.
When early closing had been inaugurated
no inconveniente was experienced after
the first week or two. If shop assistants
did not take an active part in trying to
get the Saturday closing hour altered,
they had not tuken an active part in
endeavouring to gef the hour of ten re-
tained. He would vote against the
motion of the Premier, and hoped the
Committee would adhere to its previous
derision.

Mxr. TAYLOR: Theclause had already
been passed on twe occasions by this
House. It sought to protect the women
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and children who worked in shops.
The Premier should not have suppoerted
the action taken by the Legislative
Couneil.

Tpe PrEvier had opposed the clause
in this House.

Mg. Jacosy: The clause was rejected
in the Legislative Council on the motion
of the Colonial Secretary.

Mz. PIGOTT: The Committee should
stand by the clavse as it was sent to the
Couneil.

Mgz. Horxres: The hon. member wantied
to wreck the Bill.

Mg. PIGOTT : There was no desire to
wreck the Bill. The House decided last
sesgion to give a trial to closing shops at
nine o’clock, and we debated the ques-
tion a few weeks ago with the same
result, Simply because the Bill came
back from the Council with an alteration

. made without any debate whatever at the
request of the Government, why should
the Premier ask us to uphold the action
of the Council? Members should say
they were not going to accept that sort
of thing. No matter how strongly & man
might believe in having two Houses, the
action of the Upper House on this occa-
sion was one that would go a long way
towards making even sensible men who
believed in two Chambers think that the

time had arrived when, the Upper Cham-.

ber should be done away with. Simply
because the Government did not approve
of the action taken in this Chamber they
moved towards their own ends in the
Upper House. Rather than give in on
this matter he wounld sooner see the Bill
sacrificed. The member for East Fre-
mantle knew he (Mr. Pigott) was not
desirous of having the Bill thrown out.
He frankly admitted he did oot believe
in the principle of this kind of
legislation, but, as it was agreed to
by a majority of the people in the

Commonwealth, he would not go against’

it. To carry out the principle tfo
its proper conclusion there was no
reason why, at some future date, shops
should not be closed at an earlier hour.
Closing at nine o’clock would do a great
amount of good to one particular class,
and would not affect in any bad way any
other class of the community. A large
deputation representing all parts of the
metropolitan area, both workers and
owners, pointed out that the closing of
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the shops would be good for everybody
concerned. For that reason he opposed
the Premier’s motion. It was unfair
that the matter should be brought before
us in the way the Premier had brooght
it forward. The Premier was doing his
best to throw out a clause passed on two
occasions by the House. Why did the
Premier not stick to the opinion of the
House? The clause should be retained
as it was when it left the House.

Me. STONE regreited the action taken
by the Upper House. The hour of closing
shops should be nine o'clock. Nobody
had been ore hostile to the principle of
interfering with shopkespers than bim-
self, but after a practical experience of
the Act be would not like to revert to the
old system, He believed shops should
be closed at six o'clock.

Mk. HOLMES: In spite of the elo-
guent speech of the member for West
Kimberley, and even after the assurance
of the hon. member that he was in earnest
in the matter, a shop assistant would be
inclined to leok for the migger in the
fence. If we compared the action of the
hon. member on this Bill with his actions
in other legislation of this kind, the
comparison was not very favourable.
The public did not want shops closed at
nine o'clock, and a meeting of shop
asgistants had decided to remain peutral.

MEg. Stone: Or else get the sack.

Mr. HOLMES: If the business people
of Geraldton treated their assistants in
that way, the business pecple of Perth
and Fremantle did not. The Bill would
not affect bhis (Mr, Holmes's) business,
becanse butchers’ shops could remain
open till 11 o'clock, and his firm did nok
take advantage of the additional hour.
The member for Kanowna said the House
was uvanimous on the point. 'The hon.
member was wrong, It was never in.
tended to allow the clause to pass without
a division. A number of members were
waiting for a division, but through a slip
the opportunity was lost. They desired
to take the opportunity now., He (Mr.
Holmes) agreed with the member for
‘West Kimberley on the question of the
limitation of hours being the solution of
the difficulty, but closing shops at nine
o’clock would not limit hours. Assistants
could be made to work any number of
hours, even if the shops closed at nine.
The member for West Kimberley was
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simply looking for trouble, because he
had not had the opportunity of pressing
hie motion of no-confidence, and was
taking advantage of every opportunity
given to him. If we did not accept the
suggestion of the Upper House, there was
a chance of losing the Bill altogether,
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and the member for Wesl Kimberley |

would attain the end he had in view.

Me. PIGOTT: The bulk of employees
in shops were women nnd young girls
who were employed late on Saturday
night, In 99 cases out of 100 they did
not get home before midaight.

Me. Hicmam: That statement was
exaggerated.

Me. PIGOTT : 1f shops were closed at
ten o'clock, at what time would the
assistants get out of the shops?

Mz. Porkiss: Immediately.

Me. Higman: Within ten minutes.

Me. PIGOTT had seen assistants
coming ont an hour afterwards. Those
who lived in the suburbs uand missed
trains often had to wait three-quarters of
an hour. The poorer classes might suffer,
but po others would suffer. Yet: no
complaints had been heard from the
poorer classes as to the inconvenience of
closing shops at nine o'clock on Saturday
night. The shopkeepers would sell their
goods just the same whether their shops
closed at mine or ten o’clock on Saturday
night, because people must buy the
goods on that day or some other day.
He would prefer to see all kinds of shops
closed not later than nine o'clock on
Saturday night, and hotels also. It was
not reasonable to keep shop assistants
working not omnly till ihe closing hour
but long afterwards.

Mr. TAYLOR: After hearing the
testimony of the member for Greenough
(Mr. Stone), who said that when the
early closing system was introduced he,
a8 a storekeeper, opposed it strenuously,
but baving tried it and experienced its
benefits he would not dream of going
back to the old system, that testimony
should be decisive for this House, being
the evidence of a practical storekeeper
who understood the question. The oppo-

sition to the nine o’clock closing was |

very small, and in the circumstances he
would support the clause for closing at
nine ¢’clock on SBaturdays.

Me. HIGHAM: Members should
consider what would be the effect of

| mg

Amendments.

insisting on this amendment and oppos-
ing the wish of the Council in regard to
it; for if the Bill were lost, the shop
assistants would be in a worse position
than before. The shopkeepers had ob-
jected strenuously and in large numbers
to the proposed closing at nine o’clock,
because the business done on Saturday
ights was with the working class, who
would be put to great inconvenience Ly

. not being able to do their shopping up

' to ten o'clock. A considerable portion of

the trade of the working class was done
on the credit system ; the traders relied
on getting their weekly payment on
Saturday night, and if they did not get
it then that money would be diverted to
otheruses. The amendment should not
be insisted on.

Tee PREMIER : The only point we
had to consider was the position in which
we found ourselves. If we insisted on
our amendment the Bill would go back to
the Council, and the Council would have
to agree to nine o’clock closing on Satur.
day or the Bill would be dropped. [Me.
Hastie and Mu. Tavyror: The Council
would agree to it.] He had no hesitation
in saying the Council would not. Was
it advisable to sacrifice the remainder
of the Bill for the purpose of ob-
taiping this amendment ? We pro-

. vided for the Wednesday half-hohday

for hairdressers, which was not pro-
vided for under the present Act; and
also for hours of closing to apply to
classes of shops which at present could
keep open all night. We also farther
restricted the hours of labour during
which women or young girls. could be
employed, reducing the greatest number
of hours in any day from 12 to 10, and
the total number of hours of labour in
a week from 58 to 52. Woe also provided
for the limitation of the hours of labour
of a certain class not dealt with by exist-
ing legislation.

Mz. Tavror: The present position was
forced on us by the Government. '

Tee PREMIER: The Government
bad not done in the Upper House what
they had donehere, He had good reason
for believing that a very substantial
majority in the Council was opposed to
this amendment,

Me. STONE: For over 40 years he
had been connected with Geraldton, and
he did not kmow anybody who had gone
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from storekeeping to farming in that dis-
trict ; so the member for Fremantle was
under a mistake. Before the early closing
came into operation some stores kept open
till eleven or twelve o'clock at night. If
the people had to get supplies before nine
o'clock they would do so. As to Fre-
mantle, it would be un injustice to ipsist
on shops being kept open till ten, His
experience of many people there was that
on Saturdays they were too drunk as s
rule to do their shopping.

Mr. PURKISS: The Council on iwo
nceasions stood firm for ten o'clock.
Under these circumstauces there was
not the slightest chance of the Upper
Chamber ciimbing down and going back
to nine o’clock.

Mg. TAYLOR : The Assembly agreed
almost unanimously that nine o’clock
should be the closing houy. The Premier
knew that, and did not divide the Com-
mittee; but the representative of the
Government in another place moved that
the' Assembly’s amendment should not be
-agreed to; and now we had the Premier
holding out as a threat—[The PremMiER :
‘There was no desire to hold out a threat,
for bhe wanted the Bill]—that if we did
not aecept the Bill without the amend-
ment, we must lose the measure. He
(Mr. Taylor) had nodesire to lose the Bill,
but the Government having been defeated
here, were not justified in going to another
placeand lobbying there—[The PrEMIER:
Who lobbied ?]—to oppose the legisla-
tion of this Chamber, with the object of
the Bill coming back to us and our
being told that if we iosisted on the
amendment we should lose the Bill.
That was the position forced upon us by
the Government. The Upper House
would not insist upon the amendwent if
the Government bhad not taken up the
attitude they did take up. There was no
desire to lose the Bill, but it was better
to lose Bills than to accept amendments
which wrecked democratic measures.
Amendments came down from amother
place which practically nullified the
liberality of measures. The Arbitration
Bill was practically killed by the amend-
ments of another place to which this
House submitited in tame silence. We
must expect opposition from the Upper
Chamber when we went in for democratic
measures, but the House should reject
amendments which wrecked Bills, for the
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country would then insist on wrecking the
other place.

Mz. FERGUSON: The clause passed
by the Assembly was a good one. While
having no sympathy with the sentiments
just luid down by the member for Mt.
Margaret, he would oppose the motion of
the Premier, The (Fovernment were
trying to getus not to insist on the clause
becauge we might lose the Bill. He
(Mr. Fergusou) would vote to insist on
the clause, and would run the risk of
losing the Bill. :

Question put, and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes . 13
Noes U § |
Majority for ... . 2
Area. Nogs.
Mr. Burges Mr. Atkius
Mr. Daglish Mr. Butcher
Mr, Ewing Mr. Ferguson
Mr. Gardiner Mr. Hastie
Mr. Gregory My, Holman
Mr. Hayword Mr, Phillips
Mr. Hicks Afr. Pigott
Mr. Holmes Mr, Stong
Mr. Hopkins Mr. Taylor
Mr. James Mr. Yelverton
Mr. Purkiss Mr. Jocoby (Taller}).
My, Rason -
Mr. Higham (Teller).

Question thus passed. and the As-
sembly’s amendment not insisted on.

No. 3 (consequential)—Add the fol-
lowing new clause :—Sections 4, 5, and 9,
and Schedule 2 of the principal Aect
are amended by substituting the word
“nine"” for the word “ten” whevever
appearing in the said sections and
schedules.

On motion by the PrREMIER, the
Assembly’s consequential amendment not

" insisted on.

No. 4—Add the following new Clause :
—* The principal Act and this Act ehall
apply to the several Municipalifies
and Road Boards Districts following :—
The Municipalities of Midland Junetion,
Guildford, Victoria Park, Perth, North
Perth, South Perth, Sublaco, Leederville,
Claremont, Fremantle, East Fremantle,
and North Fremautle,. and the Road
Board Dastricts of Cottesloe, Peppermint
Grove, Buckland Hill, Claremont, Bays-
water, Belmont, Perth, and Frewantle.
Each such Municipality and Road Board
District shall be deemed & district for
the purposes of the said Act.”

Tae PREMIER: The ratepayers of
suburban districts should vote for the



2202  Barly Closing Bill:

application of’the Act to the whole of
the metropolitan area. He (the Premier)
supported the application of the Aes to
the whole of the metropolitan area when
it was decided to close the shops at nine
o'clock, but now that matter was dealt
with he did not care one way or the other.
In the first Act the metropolitan area was
defined, but in the second Act the appli-
cation of it was made to depend upon
local option.

Mg, Dagrisa: No wmetropolitan area
was ever defined.

Tee PREMIER : To the best of his
recollection the first Act was applied all
round the metropolitan area. Under the
amending Act we simply dealt with dis-
tricts which desired by local option to
have the Act applied. He did not wish
to identify himself with the matter one
way or the other. Perbaps another
member would move in the matter.

Mz. DAGLISH moved—

That the amendment be not insisfed on,

The principle of local opfion was held to
be good in many instances, and it should
apply to all districte. The proposals
with regard to restricting hours did not
sufficiently cover shops run by foreigners,
but in his district there were only iwo
shops run Ly foreigners, so that the dis-
trict would not profit by being exempted
from the Act as regarded the foreign
element.

Mz. STONE : It would be very unjust
to the city if the Act were not made to
apply to the whole of the metropolitan
area. If the cily shops had to close

earlier than the suburban shops, the.

suburban shopkeepers would have =an
undue and undesirable advantage over
the city shopkeepers.

Mze. TAYLOR: The Act should apply
to the whole of the metropolitan area.
No exception should be made of Subiaco.

Me. DasrisE:
make the Act apply to Subiaco, if the
people desired it.

Me. TAYLOR: The member for
Subiaco last session, on a catch vote, was
able to exempt Subiaco from the opera-
tion of the Act; and by the merest fluke
‘the hon. member had arrived in the
Chamber during the previous debate to
oppose this clause gomng through Com-
mittee. Subiaco should be placed on the

It was desired to
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same footing as any other metropolitan
suburh,

Mgr. HOLMES: It was not fair that
a shopkeeper on one side of a boundary
street should be able to keep open late,
while a shopkeeper on the other side of
the boundary street (being within Perth)
must close early. All shopkeepers
should be treated alike who shared in the
same trade, and this applied to Subiaco
and other suburbs,

Me. HASTIE : The only reason given
by the Council for disagrecing with the
new clauge wag that it would be wise to
proclaim the different districts through
the Glovernor-in-Council. He agreed
that it would be hetter to have vexed
questions of this kind settled in that way.
There should not be special privileges
for shoplkeepers in Subiaco a8 compared
with shopkeepers in Perth or other
suburbs. Early closing did not hurt any
district so far as it bad been tried; and if
early closing were applied to Subiaco the
same as to Perth no harm would be
done. There was a risk that the other
House might throw out the Bill if we
insisted on this clause being retained;
but the rigsk was not great, and we should
try it.

yMR.. HIGHAM: Ii had been decided
a8 g compromise that early closing should
apply to the whole of the metropolitan
area, the suburban shopkeepers heing
thus brought under the same law as the
Perth or Fremantle shopkeepers. The
Premier now favoured local option in
regard to early closing; but where the
competition among shopkeepers would he
unfair as between certain suburbs and
the city, a question like that could not
well be settled by local option.

Me. DAGLISH: There was some
misunderstanding as to the argument
that his amendment would cause unfair
competition between suburban shops and
city shops. The true position was that
the suburban shopkeepers were only
trying to retain their own trade; there-
fore they were not trying to take any
part of the trade that properly belonged
to Perth, but to retain that which be-
longed to their particular suburb. City
shopkeepers on the other hand were con-
stantly striving to attract suburban trade
from the suburban shops; and this
showed the necessity for local option, so
that people in each suburb might deter-
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wine for themselves whether they wanted
early closing or not. He was in favour
of Jocal option on all questions, and he
objected to ventralisation in shopkeeping
as in other things. 'The principle of local
option had prevailed on the early closing
question ever since this kind of legislation
was introduced in the State, and he was
only pleading for the continuance of that
which had existed all along. The in.
terests of a shopkeeper and his one
assistant in a suburb were identical ; so
there was no trouble to be expected in that
direction, and that was the usual position
of a. suburban shopkeeper where assistants
were employed at all. Previously he had
tried to bring carters under the early-
closing legislation, but this House then
decided strongly against his proposal;
yet that should be one of the beneficent
effects of early eclosing. The. whole
principle was wrong. The principle
which any man who wanted to help the
assistants would advocate was that of a
limited week for shop assistants, and if a
shopkeeper chose to keep open at his own
risk and serve by his own labour, the
community was not in any way injured
thereby.

Question negatived, and the Assembly’s
amendment insisted on.

Resolutions reported, the report
adopted, and a message accordingly
returned to the Gouncil.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1003-4.
IN COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY.

Resumed from the previous day; M.
IrringworTH in the Chair.

Laxps Departmenrt (Hon. J. M.
Hopkins).

Vote—Lands and Surveys, £108,420
16s. 8d.; general discussion continued :

Mer, JACOBY juined with the Minister
in congratulating the country on the very
marked progress made recently in con-
nection with land settlement. There
was nothing to express but general satis-
faction that at last the suitability of our
land for agricultural settlement had be-
come recogunised throughout Australia;
and he hoped that, through the en-
deavours which he believed the Govern-
ment proposed to make, we would be able
to advertise these lands and make them
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known in other parts of the world. Hehad
intended to make a few remarks on the
general administration of the department,
but as that matter bad already been
largely threshed out and would again be
dealt with in the course of a day or two,
he did not think it necessary to go over
ground which would be very adequately
prospected then; but he trusted that the
efforts made by the Minister in the
matter of advertising in the Eastern
States would be continued, because the
hon. gentlemar must be fully satisfied
that the mouey spent in that direction
up to the present had been amply justi-
fied, and that a covsiderable increase of
that amount would meet with good
results. He believed that at the present
time # large number of people belonging
to the farmning community were leaving
Australia to go to South Africa. That
was a great pity, especially in view of the
fact that this State could offer far
greater facilities to those pzople than
Sonth Africa. Although we devoted a
tremendous amount of attention to the
development of our cereal growing
country, he bardly thought sufficient
attention had been given in the direc-
tion of esploiting what was really the
greatest asset in our land, and what he
thought in time would become the most
important, the vine and fruit industry.
At present we were advertising for
applications throughout the world, he
believed, for a gentleman to take charge
of our Agricultural Departwent. He
hoped that when the time came to con-
sider those applications, whoever made
the appointment would take into con-
sideration the vaat possibilities we had in
connection with the fruit growing of this
State, and see that we got a man notonly
capable of helping along the ordinary agn-
cultural pursuits, but also of assisting to
keep in good lines, as far as the Govern-
ment could do, the development of our
fruit industry. He doubted if any man
could be obtained at present as a director
of agriculture who could teach the lead-
ing farmers of this State anything new in
their own business. The usuul business
prineiples which governed ordinary agri-
culture were fairly well known, and did
not present any great difficulty ; but fruit
growing bristled with problems in every
direction, and any man who bad to take
up the study and become fully competent
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to take eharge of a department to develop
fruit growing must necessarily go through
all the forms in conneclion with ordinary
farming. The first thing was that he
must be a good practical farmer, and in
addition to that he had to take up several
branches of scientific study to permit
him to direct horticultural instruction.
One wished to impress this upon the
Minigter, becanse he was half afraid that
too much attention would be given to a
purely agricultural man, who might be
inclined to neglect the fruit growing
department. It might be urged that we
already had in connection with our Agri-
cultural Department a man sufficiently
capable in that direction, and therefore
there was no need to import a man who
had special knowledge of fruit growing ;
but he thought there wus pressing peed
for more attention to be given to these
matters, and in a large number of diree-
tions the work of the department might
be of a more practical nature in relation
to horticalture than had been the practice
in the past. Our position as regurded
soil, climate, and more particularly our
gituation on the continent would give us
the opporiunity of having the first and
biggest sale in that great oversea market
which was now waiting for the fruit-
growers of Australia, and which had
been so largely availed of by the Tas.
manian people. It would, in his opinion,
be difficult to over-esttmate the amount
of ground al present available in this
State capable of growing fruit suitable
for export, and we might safely say there

wag room in the old country and the

Continent for millions of cases of fruit
from Australin, big markets waiting for
20 or 30 times more fruit than was being
sent away at present. Our position was
nearer the markets than was that of the
other States ;" our fruit would be the last
parcel of fruit to go into the steamer and
the first to come cut: and we should
have several days' less tramsit than
those in any other of Australia.
These things would give us absolutely
the cream of the market and allow us
to get the very best prices. During
the last season Australian shippers had
an opportunity of trying portions of
the Continent as far as the fruit trade
was concerned, and it was very satisfac-
tory to notice that an opening was being
made, particularly in Germany, where
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we were informed there was a poseibility
for a very large trade to be done. There
was a tremendous amount of work neces-
sary to help along the fruit growersin
this State, and one of the mostimportant
iteme for assisting that industry, which
had been adopted in every place where
fruit growing had been taken up by the
Government and considered an important
natural product, was the estublishment
of an experimental orchard. We had, he
believed, a suitable place—though he was
not able to express a personal opinion
about it as he had never visited it—in
the Whitby estate, purchased by the
(Grovernment recently for a lunatic asylum,
and which would now have to be aban-
doned for that purpose. If we had the
opportunity of establishing an experi-
mental orchard, we should be in a posi-
tion to. help not only these people already
engaged in fruit growing, but to afford
enormous assistance to new men who, if
we gave sufficient encouragement, would
come atill more rapidly than at present
to start fruit growing here. He trusted
some progress had been made in view of
the fact that a resolution was carried in
the Assembly some time ago in favour of
the establishment of this orchard.

TeE MiNisrer ror Lanpe was glad
to hear the suggestion of the hon. mem-
ber, and was glad to see the hon. member
directing his attention to the depart-
ment. It was a pleasant chunge.

Me. JACOBY: The Minister was
responsible for the trend of the discussion.
If any one product was going to help
the State to show up largely as an ex-
porter it was fruit. The Minister would
be astounded at the quantity of fruit tree
planting that had been going on, and it
would not be long before we entered the
list as fruit exporters. Experiments had
been successfully made for years past in
exporting small quantities of fruit carried
as ordinary cargo. One shipment reached
Franldfort-on-Maine, in the widdle of
Grermany, in excellent condition, and the
market price was more than one shilling
each for the apples. This showed that
the fruit grown in the State was suitable
for export, and that it would stand the
voyage to Europe. There was nothing to
prevent our sharing in the trade that now
practically kept Tasmania going, and we
would be in & better position with regard
to prices.
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Mg. Moray : There was a good market ' went in for intense cultivation in timbered

in Western Australia.

Mz. JACOBY : It would not be long
before that trede was overcome. In con-
vection with the wine industry, unless
the matter was grappled with earnestly
the position of wine growers in this State
was likely to become serivus at an early
date. There was a difficulty in organ-
ising the growers into a compact body in
order to meet the compefition likely to
come upon them; but a good deal had
been done, and if the (overnment an-
nounced that they were in favour of
guaranteeing the capital on central cellars
they would be likely to get offers. Ii
was understood the Government favoured
such a scheme, which was the best way
fo meet the eompetition of the other
States. The Minister would probably be
approached before long in regard to the
matter. One would hike to know what
stepy were being taken with the object of
securing the parasite of the fruit fly from
South America. It would be best to send
Mr. Compere to that continent to get the
paresite. The fruit-growers owed a great
debt of gratitude to that gentleman for
the work he had dome. The cost of
that officer’s jeurneys to the Eastern
States bore very favourable comparison
to the cost of the trips of the ornamental
officers of the State to Melhourne, which

nerally took place just about Cup time.
%ene took note of the fact that one officer
of the State could do these frips at so
little cost. It was the intention of the
Minister to look into the question of
elearing land for new settlers. Was
anything to be done in that direction?
On some of the estates the Government
contemplated purchasing in heavily
timbered country, more or less suitable
for fruit growing, a satisfactory scheme
could be evolved at no great expense.
Ringing was not entirely satisfactory,
because in a few years the suckers and
seeds brought along another growth. In
the Coolgardie Water Area Reserve this
had taken place, and the vandalism that
had been donme by destroying a large

amount of good timber had been of no .

gdvantage. In Canada much was done

in the matter of clearing land by the -

State at no cost to the State ultimately,
becanse the whole of the cost was paid by
the settler. The scheme worked asatis-
factorily there by settling small men who

country. No doubt while such o large
demand for the lands of this State con-
tinued the time was not opporfune for
entering into any scheme, but a scheme
would have to be taken in band at an
early date. In spite of the faults of the
Minister, the Lands Department did not
suffer from the infusion of a little new
blood. In some directions the present
Minister for Lands had done considerable
good. It was a pity that he was wo
often away flirting with constituencies,
and neglecting matters in the depart-
wment such as the rabbit question. How-
ever, while members were ready and eager
to condemn the Miniater for anything he
did wrong, agricultural members were io
a position to appreciate his good work,
and they could congratulate him on
turning from an unflinching opponent of
the agricultural industry to an unflinch-
ing defender of it. At the present time
a congiderable number of people from the
goldfields were settling on the landas.
They were the best men we could. possibly
get and the finest stamp of settlers.
He hoped everything would be done to
encourage them,

Mzs. MORAN at this atage protested
aguinst the extraordinary course of pro-
ceeding with the Estimates when a no-
confidence motion was hanging over the
heads of the Government. The Notice
Paper was full of legistation which could
be reconsidered hefore coming law, but
once the Estimates were passed they
were passed for good. He emphatically
protested againet a single item being
passed whilst a motion of no-confidence
was pending. There was no precedent
for it. The granting of money was the
spending of it.

Tue PrEMIER: An Appropriation Bill
had first to be passed.

Me. MORAN: We should report pro-
gress on the Estimates, and go on with
the other business on the Notice Paper
until a decision one way or the other had
been arrived at on the motion of no-con-
fidence.

Me. THOMAS: Would the Minister
for Lands officizlly lay on the table the
papers we had heard so much about?
Last Thursday he {Mr. Thomas) pro-
tested against the action of the Govern-
ment in the dismissal of a man whom he
considered to have been unwarrantably
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dismissed, and he then asked that
the papers should be laid on the table.
He understood the Minister had promised
to lay them on the table. It was not
enough to ask him to go through a bundle
of papers, though he had since spent
half a day on them. The papers ought
to have been available to every member,
and for that purpose should have been
laid on the table officially as public docu-
ments. In asking him to undertake this
inquiry as a private member, did the
Mipister really recognise his responsi-
bility ? The ouus of making the inquiry
should not be thrown on any private
member; for if every other member in
the House were to give as much time to
these papers as he had given, half a day
each, a fortnight would be required to
enable members to inform themselves
sufficiently to give a right vote on the
question. He asked the Premier now
whether an inquiry would be granted or
not. The member for West Perth had
given notice of a motion for inquiry in
regard to the Stock Department; the
member for Mt. Maguet had made serious
charges in regard to the Jdismissal of the
late Chief Tnspector of Stock; he (Mr.
Thomas) had made serious and precise
charges against the administration of the
Rabbit Department, particularly in regard
to the diswissal of Inspector White.
Would not the Government consent to
have a select committee for inquiring into
these matters ? The Minister bad taken
the papers away for five days, and on
returning he handed to him (Mr. Thomas)
a bundle, gaying " You can look through
them.” Was that the way to meet direct
churges made against the department?
‘Would the Premier now consent to the
appointment of a select committee ?

Teeg PREMIER: The answer to that
question was very simple. The Govern.
ment were here to run the country, and
did not propese fo have it run by select
committees. He indorsed the actions of
the Minister for Lands; and after the
notice given by the leader of the Oppo-
sition this afternoon, if it was found that
the House had lost confidence in the
present Government, the leader of the
Opposition would have his opportuaity to
come over to these benches and take
charge of affairs.

Tae MINISTER FOR LANDS: If
the hon. member (Mr. Thomas) had
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asked for any one of the files of the
department, that file would have been
willingly placed at his disposal, or any
number of files that he wanted.

Me. THOMas: The  papers should be
laid on the table, to be at the public
disposal,

Tag MINISTER: If the hon. mem-
ber would formulate a list of the papers
be desired, they would be laid on the
table to-morrow.

Me. Teonmas said he wanted the lot.

Tae MINISTER : That was a frivolous
request. He (the Minister) could not
undertake to cart into the House all the
papers of all the departments that were
under his direction. The hon. member
might have all the papers he wanted if
he would specify them. As to having
kept papers five days, he (the Minister)
wag running a large department, working
under heavy pressure, doing 50 per cent.
more work than had been done before in
the history of the State; and with that
pressure there arose contantly important
questions and important problems on
which be was called to give decisions
and rulings, and be did not pretend to
be able to work more than 16 to 18 bours
a day, as he had been doing from the
time he undertook this office. At length
he found that it made no difference;
that no matter what efforts a Minister
might make, he got precious little credit
for them. A few words spoken by the
member for the Swan in connection with
these estimates were the first words of
encouragement. he had received from the
Oppositton side of the House; still he
believed the opinion of the country was
that he as Minister for Tands had
endeavoured to do his duty. As for the
pupers, all papers that were asked for
would be laid on the table to-morrow.

Tae Craieman: Hon. members who
desire papers should give notice in proper
order of the papers they required.

Tae MINISTER: After the hon.
mewmber (Mr. Thomes) had made certain
statements or charges, he (the Minister)
handed a précis of those statements to
the Director of Agriculture and asked
him to go through the files. An inquiry
such as that asked for would apply notto
Inspector White only but to the whole
Rabbit Department, and that inguiry
would occupy a fortnight at least. He
suggested that any criticisms which
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members had to offer should be at least
fair, As to many of the statements
made, he did not think it worth while to
answer them at this stage. As to the
inquiry which he had held into charges
made against the Stock Deparment, if
members of this House bad reason to be
digsatisfied with the verdicts arrived at,
they would, when the papers were laid
on the table, have taken the action which
gome of them were taking mow. They
left that question and went to the Rabbit
DNepartment; from that they went to
something else, and kept shifting their
ground.

At 6-30, the CHatrMaN left the Chair.
At 7-30, Chair resumed.

Tre CHATRMAN : In this discussion
be had given a great deal of latitude,
which was quite unusual. In regard to a
general discussion on any portion of the
Estimates, the custom of Parliament was
that members should endeavour to speak
entirely generally, and not on any specitic
item, and if possible should speak only
once. It had always been looked upon as
a second.-reading debate, and members
were not strictly in order im fixing omn
certain items which would come up for
individual discussion farther on, when
items were dealt with. In Committee he
could not rule a member out of order who
spoke a second time; but he wished to
call attention to the fact that the
ordinary custom of Parliament had
established a rule, which in his opinion it
was wise to observe generally in relation
to all the discussions.

Mzr. THOMAS: Presumably the re-
marks of the Chairmaa pointedly referred
to the discussion on rabbits, which had
occupied considerable attention; but
last Thursday the question was agked
whether the subject of rabbits should be
threshed out in the main upon the
general debate, or whether we should
wait until the other items had been
passed and we came to the rabbit vote.
It was thought by members of the Com-
mittee, including the Government, that
in view of the declared feeling of the
Committee—it was the Minister for Lands
who took the matter in hand at the time
—it would be better that the rabbit busi-
ness should be threshed out upon the
general question of rabbits, but that the
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consideration of details as regarded
salaries or anything which would natur-
ally come up on items in the rabbit
vote should be deferred till then. 8o
far as he was concerned, the part he had
taken had been entirely at the request of
the Committee and of the Government,
in the first instance, that this matter
should be threshed out oneé and
for all in the general discussion, Per-
sonally, he would as soon bave waited
until we came to the item of rabbits.
While agreeing with the Chairman’s
ruling, he hoped that if necessity arose on
any question, every member would be
able to exercise the privilege of speaking
more than once.

TaE CEalRMAN : Hon. members were
appealed to to conduct the debate in a
more speedy manner.

Mz, THOMAS still desired to speak to
the general question.

Tae Peemier: The hon. member had
sat down, and had already spoken to it
balf a dozen times.

Mr. THOMAS: Was he out of order
in speaking to the general queation again ?

TeEE CHAIRMAN: [f the hon. member
did not choose to conform to the ordinary
customs of Parliament, there was no
power to rule him out of order; but his
betler judgment wae appealed to.

Mr. THOMAS: It was said that if
papers were desired to be laid on the
table, there was a method of getting
them. But at this late stage of the
session Government business took pre-
cedence, and if he gave notice of motion
that certain papers be laid on the table,
it would rest entirely with the Ministry
whether the motion came up for dis-
cussion or not. Seeing that on Thursday
lasi the question of rabbits was likely to
take o prominent part in the debate, he
wrote a note to the Minister for Lands
saying the question would come up and
that he would be glad if the Minister
would bring the papers to the House.
The Minister did so, and probably he
would in any case have brought them
down for his own satisfaction. One
understood during the debate that the
papers would be publicly laid on the
table,

Me. ATKINS: The question of drain-
ing the South-Western District was a
very important matter, and the Minister
for Lands should devote attention and
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money on land partially drained or not 1 did not desire to occupy the time of the

drained at all, to get it properly drained,
80 a8 to show people who wanted land
that they could take it up in that dis-
trict, and others who already occupied
land that they could utilise it better than
now. He considered that the owners of
land should aesist in the cost of the
work. A lot of country between Jarrah-
dele and Bunbury badly wanted proper
draining. It was a big asset of the
State now lying partly dormant becaunse
of insufficient drainage. By being pro-
perly drained it would be suitable for
close settlement and dairying.

Me. WALLACE : The Minisfer for

Lands emphasised the fact that in his -
opinion members who took action with

regard to the Stock Department and the
Rabbit Department were: not prompted
by 2 desire to deal with the question
generally, but merely took action for the
purpose of attacking the Minister, who
particularly referred to a file laid on the
. table at bis (Mr. Wallace’s) request, and
said that because no action w~as after-
wards taken, members merely asked for
papers for the sake of asking for them.
If the Minister would look for a moment
at a memo. he (Mr. Wallace) had in his
book, the Minister would see that he
{(Mr. Wallace) had been through the
files, and probably if the Minister wanted
any information about the files he could
obtain i from him. However, il was
a big matter for 2 layman to go through
these files, and it almost required a
lawyer to make a brief out of them ;
but he (Mr. Wallace) had made out a
brief for himself. He had not given
notice of motion, becanse by the time he
got his notes out the Premier announced
that Government business would take
precedence for the remainder of the
session, and because it was the custom to
kesp motions on the Notice Paper so far
down that they could mot be reached,
He therefore took the opportunity, as
others did, in the general debate of
referring to wany matters in connec-
tion with the Lands Department. Credit
was given where he thought it was due
to the Minister, and he said that when
we came t0 the itemr of the Stock Depart-
ment he would have wore to say on the
matter. When we came to that item he
would deal with it and that only, if the

Minister would let him alone, for he

Houge with other matters. The Minis-
ter's reference to members should not
have been so general, and although it
referred to him (Mr. Wallace), his action
during the debate should not have called
down the Minister's wrath. He dealt
with the matter in which he was strongly
interested, and had occasion to remark
on actions of the Minister which had
since been found out to be errors.
Apparently he touched on the Minister's

toes.
Tae Mivierer ror Lanps: Credit

© wuas given to the hon. member for the

time he devoted to the files.

Me. WALLACE: The Minister’s
memory would be refreshed as to the
contents of these files when we came to
the item of the Stock Department. There
was no intention of harassing the Min-
ister; he only sought jostice for those
to whom he considered the Minister had
been unjust.

Me. CONNOR on the previous night
in remarks on the inquiry into the Stock
Department he stated that if he had
known it was to be such a hole-and-corner
inquiry he would not have given evidence,
and that he had remarked at the time
that there should have been a reporter
there and that the Press should have been
admitted. The Minister at that inquiry
remarked, “ Would it not be better if
the evidence given by tbe witnesses here
should be signed by them?” He (Mr.
Connor) said he thought it wonld. The
Minister said “ Will you sign?” He
(Mr. Connor) said “Yes; I will sign.”’
The Minister now flatly denied that what
he (Mr. Connor) saxd was true, and
claimed that the evidence was signed by
everyone who gave evidence before him.
He (Mr. Connor) had taken the trouble
of going through the files dnring the day,
and discovered that the type-written
copies of the evidence were signed, but
ihat in the case of the Minister's manu.
seript notes the first witness had not
signed, while the second witness signed
on the first page only, evidently done
days after he (Alr. Connor) signed.
No witness signed that evidence before
he (Ar. Connor) signed his, though two
witnesses preceded him. ‘The Minister
denied that statement last night, but
let him examine the file now. The evi-
dence of Mr. Morton Craig was not signed,
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nor the evidence of Mr. Weir, when he
{(Mr. Connor) signed; and there would

have been no evidence signed had not he’

objected. Did the Premier intend to
flout all constitutional practice by pro-
ceeding with the Estimates when a no-
confidence motion was tabled? In the
past the Premier was highly respected
for his chivalrous instincts and for not
shirking responsibility on matters involv-
ing honour and high principle; but he
would sbirk such responsibility now if he
did not report progress and let the country
decide by its representatives whether it
had confidence in the Government. For
this there was ample coustitutional pre-
cedent, and no precedent for the course
proposed by the Premier. He had not
only led the House but led members who
did not believe in his principles, and who
knew that the administration was rotten.
On the no-confidence motion the finances
of the country would be dealt with; and
it was indecent for Parliament to do any
other business until that motion was
decided. The young and rvather green
member for Hannans (Mr. Bath) last
night lectured the Opposition for bringing
before the Committee ¢things of no
moment,” such as the disorganisation of
the Stock and Rabbit Departments, and
the diemissal of public servants, some of
whom had been in the State nearly 30
years, by a Minister whose arrival was
comparatively recent, and who, though in
some respects estimable, had no justifica-
tion for his action. The boy politician
{Mr. Bath) should have some political
decency, and not lecture people who knew
better than he. [Mr. Batr: Query?]
The Minister for Lands told us to-night
how hard he worked. Members knew
that; but objected mot so much to the
work he did as to the work he should
have left undone. Personally and out
of friendship he (Mr. Connor) had
adviged the Minister not to conduct the
inquiry into the Stock Department. The
Minister might have thought the advice
gratuitous, but surely now regretted not
having taken it. He (Mr. Connor)
appealed to the Premier. It was but
fair, on a direct motion of no-confidence,
that the Premier should move that pro-
gress be reported.
Tae Premier: A new Government, if
appointed, must get on with the Esti-
" mates.
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Me. Moran: Certainly the no-con-
fidence motion ought to have been tabled
for to-morrow.

Mz. CONNOR.: There was plenty of
other work without rushing through the
Estimates.

Tee PREMIER: This was not rushing.
We might get on with the items, and
make some progress. We could not
finish the Estimates prior to Tuesday.
Our duty was to proceed as far as possible
with the work of the country.

Me. Jacopy: The Opposition were
attacking the administration of the Gov-
ernment.

Tre PREMIER: This or the new
Government must have the Estimates
passed. The bulk of the Estimates were
for the ordinary work of the departments ;
and the attack would be apon the
administration. The new Government,
if appointed, would stall want the money
to enable administration to be carried on;
and whether the motion succeeded or
failed, the Estimates must pass.

Mg. THomas: Could the
quote a precedent for his action ?

Trer PREMIER.: There was no obliga-
tion to quotea precedent. Ina Statelike
this, with a small Honse of 50 members,
we ought to follow a common-sense course
—vpush on as far as we could with the
country’s business; and that we could do
without prejudicing the position of the
new Government. Members’ objections
to this eourse would be reasonable if it
were proposed to pass an Appropriation
Bill before Tuesday, and thus take the
Estimates out of the hands of members;
but there was no such intention; con-
sequently the objections had no weight.

Mz. Conwor: Would the Premier, if
in Opposition, agree to go on with the
Estimates in these circumatances ?

Tue Premier: Yes. When in Op-
position he had never taken a party
view.

Me. JACOBY : The course proposed
by the Government was most awkward.
In discussing some of these items in the
Estimates we should have to touch on
matters which must be again discussed
on the no-confidence inotion.

Tex Premier: Then diseuss them
generally on that motion.

Me. JACOBY : No. We were logically
bound, before passing any item, to state
our objections toit. The Premier asked

Premier
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" members to pass items to which they
objected, and to discuss them afterwards.
Instead of saving time this would dupli-
cate the debate.

Tae Premier: There would be no
duplication if members were anxious to
get on with business.

Me. JACOBY : When a no-confidence
motion was tabled the custom was to
adjourn the House—i custom sanctioned
by long usage, based on good grounds.
In spite of such a motion being tabled,
the Qovernment asked Opposition mem-
bers to express confidence by giving
Ministers control of money.

Tee Premier: No. The Appropria-
tion Act would do that.

Me. JACOBY: The constitutional
practice had been adopted after long
trizl, and could not safely be departed
from. If the object of the Premier was
to push forward work, how could that be
done by duplicating the debate, for that
wag what would be the result of going
on to-night ? .

Me. MORAN: Tt was always under-
stood that the general discussion took
place on the first 1tem in the estimates of
a departinent, members discussing ilbe
adwministration of that department. He
had yet to learn that members could not
speak aa often as they liked on the varicus
departments.

Tue CHATEMAN: The ordinary custom
was not to allow a general discussion on
each department, but it had been mutually
agreed between the Premier and the leader
of the Opposition that there should be a
general discussion on this occasion.

Mr. MORAN said be was pr%mred to
discuss the itew * Minister for Lands.”

Tee Peremire: There was no vote for
the Minister. _

Me. MORAN: In regurd to the notice
of motion of no-confidence, it was rather
injudicious to give the notice so far
ahead, because no doubt the leader of the
Upposition was ready with his speech,
and knew on what grounds he intended
to attack the Goveimment. That attack
should be made on Thursday; then after
the speech of the leader of the Opposition,
the Government would be entitled to an
adjournment. Could not the leader of
the Opposition bring on the discussion of
his motion to-morrow? It was rather
extraordinary to go on with the estimates
which gave the Government the expendi-
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ture of money at a time when the
Opposition were waiting in leash to be
let loose; for were not the Opposition a
well organised band and well led? 1Ifit
were intended to go on with the general
discussion he would have a few words to
say about the Stock Department and the
Minister for Lands, in reply to remarks
made by the Minister the other evening.
Mr. PIGOTT: When tabling the
motion to-pight, he particularly fixed
the date for Tuesday next, thinking it
would be better for all parties. He
concluded that a few days should elapse
between the time of tabling the motion
and the discussion taking place. From
the debate that had already taken place
on the Estimates be considered it de-
volved on him to table a motion, and he
did so on the first O?portunity. It could
be easily understood there might be some
farther information which he required

. that it would be almost impossible to get

by to-morrow, He upderstood that it
was the usual practice when a motion
of no-confidence was tabled that the
leader of the House would adjoura the
House; but the Premier had thought fit
to vary from the ordinary procedure.
When the Premier suggested that we
should proceed with the ordinary business,
he (Mr. Pigott) appealed not directly to
the Premier, but he put it in this way,
that if it were the ordinary procedure
and not in contravention of the Standing
Orders he had no objection to work
being proceeded with. The Deputy
Speaker did not give any information on
the point, and he (Mr. Pigott) concluded
that the Deputy Speaker was of opinion
the procedure was not out of the ordinary
course. That was the position as far as
he was concerned, and it remained for
the Premier to go on with the Estimates
or not.

Trxe PrEMIER: Let us try to do some
work.

Mk. PIGOTT did not refuse to pro-
ceed with the Estimates, because it would
not make much difference one way or
another except that the farther we pro-
ceeded with the Estimatesthe more justifi-
cation would be shown for having tabled
the motion.

Mg, THOMAS: 1t was his desire to
enter a protest against going on with the
items of the Lands Department for the
reason that u direct wmotion of cemsure



Annuval Estimales :

had beep tabled, which stated that owing
to negligeat administration the present
Government had forfeited the confidence
of the House and the country. Nothing
could be more definite than a motion of
of that kind, and we had no right to
go on with discussion of the various
items before that motion was brought
on in the House. He (Mr. Thomas)
might bave occasion to bring charges
against individual Ministers in connec-
tion with the uadministration of their
departnents. The Premier said these
charges could be wade generally, but
if general charges were made the Premier
would ask for specific instances. He
(Mr. Thomas) did not want to wmake
charges on the items as they came for.
ward, but be entered his protest, after a
no-confidence motion had been tabled,
against the Premier’s asking members to
go on with the Estimates.

Tre PREMIER: On the wmotion of
want.of-confidence he would be the only
Minister who would speak afier the
leader of the Opposition had made his
charges.

Mn THOMAS : The Premier was lay-
ing down the law as to how members
should conduet their campaign. Mem-
bers on both sides of the House would
conduct the campaign in the way they
thought fit when occasion arese, Jt was
improper to go on with the discussion of
the Estimates now. When a motion of
this sort was fabled in the House, on
October 29, 1901, this was what took
place - —

Hon. F. H. Piesse (Williams) : I beg to give
notice that on Thursday, 31st October, I will
move “ That the Government does not com-
mand the confidence of this House.”

The Premier (Hon. @G. Leake) : [ have much
pleasure in moving “ That the House do now
adjourn.”

The Speaker: To what day? Better move
that the House, at iie rising, do adjourn to
some date.

Hon. ¥. H. Piesge: I have given notice for
Thuarsday ; but if the Premigr.wishes for a
later date, I am in the hands of the honm,
gentleman,

The Premier : No business can be taken until
this ia disposed of.

The Speaker: Of course, I know that.

The Premier: [ move that the House, at its |

riging, do adjourn until Thorsday next.
Question put and pad

That was the record of the last occasion
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the House. The motion was tabled for
two days ahead, the same as on the
present occasion, and the then Premier
recognised what was the usual Parlia-
mentary practice in regard to motions of
this kind, and moved that the House
adjourn.

Tae Premier: The fact that the
House was not adjourned now would
furnish members with another wrgument
against the Government.

Me. THOMAS : It was most improper
for the Premier to ask members to go on
with the Estimates when a direct motion
of censure against the Government was
pending, and was to come on at not too
distant u date. Members should not be
asked tou consider financial matters on
which the Government were to be attacked,
for the motion said that action was taken
in conseguence of the lack of administra-
tion by the Premier and Ministers.

Mr. BUTCHER: It had been his

intention to discuss these Estimates gene- -

rally, but since the leader of the Opposi-
tion had seen fit to table a motion of
want-of-confidence it wounld be unreanon-
able to expect members to discuss the
question.

Tux Premrer: The discussion was not
as to whether progress should be reported. -
We were dealing with the Lands Esti-
mates.

Mz. Moranw : Move to report progress.

Tre PREMIER: On a point of order,
the subject before the House was not as
to whether the debate should be ad-
journed or whether progress should be
reported, but the general discussion on
the Lands Department.

Mz, BUTCHER: This question had
been discuseed generally by every member
who had yet spoken, but now the Premier
wished to take exception to members
speaking generally. He (Mr. Butcher)
was as much in order as other members
who had spoken.

Tre PreEmier: The hon. member said
that he intended to discuss the Estimates
geuerally, bt that now he could not do
£0.

Me. BUTCHER : It was very unusual
for the Premier to inaist on members
going on with the Estimates when a
no-confidence motion was tabled. If the

! course taker was not unconstitutional, it

when a motion of this sort was tabled in |

was unusual, therefore he declined to dis-
cuss the matter farther.

4
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Mr. STONE: It was to be regretted
that trouble had arisen over the dismissal
of the inspector, for this officer was very
energetic and useful. There had been a
little haste on both sides, but sufficient
information had not been given by the
Minister about the inspector.

Tae CaareMaN: What inspector did
the member refer to ?

Mgz. STONE : Inspector White.

TeE CHareMaN: That could be dis-
cussed under the Rabbit Department
estimate. The Committee were dealing
with the vote for Lands and Surveys.

Me. Moran: Was the general dis-
cussion over ?

TrE CHATRMAN: Yes. Hon. members
must confine themselves to the vote for
Lands and Surveys.

Item —Under Secretary for Lands,
£650:

M=. PIGOTT : The vote last year was
£600. There was apparently an increase,
and he wished to know whether, if so,
there would be a consequential amend-
ment of the Estimates. Until the motion
to which he referred just now was dis-
posed of, he absolutely refused to speak
on any other item in connection with this
matter. As to this item, however, he
would like to know whether the increase
was actual or apparent.

Tae MINISTER FOR LANDS: This
officer bad been in the service 30 years,
and had drawn a salary of £600 a year.
The Government had recommended an
increase of £50. The Under Secretary
for Lands in New South Wales drew a
sulary of £1,000 per annum ; in Queens-
land, £700; in South Australia, £550;
and in Victoria, £900. It was unneces-
sary for him to make any special appeal
to members or even to point out any of
the special qualifications of the gentle-
man who filled the position of Under
Secretary for Lands. Whatever umbrage
some members might feel agninst the
Mipister for Lands or any members of
the Government, or the Government as
a whole, all he usked was that they would
not let it be visited on the officers of the
department. [MemBER: The officer was
an excellent man.] In view of the admis-
sions made by members there was nothing
farther he wished fo add. He believed
the increase met with the views of
members.
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Lands tfems.

Mg. MORAN: The Government re-
fused a select committee or any inquiry
in connection with these matters, and
what was aimed at was poing to be
accomplished in this way. He noticed
that members of the direct Opposition
benches, and perhaps they were right,
had decided, having entered their protest,
to discmss no more items.  The result
would be that the items would be sneaked
through, and we should not be able togo
back after the vote regarding the want-of-
confidence mytion bad been dealt with.
As to Mr. Clifion, he did not think the
salary too much.

Item—Chief Clerk, £400:

Mz, WALLACE: Beeing that this
clerk had been about 24 years in the
service, being he thought in the Lunds
Department the whole time, and that he
was called upon to fill the vacancy created
by the retirement of Mr. Glyde, it seemed
to him, even in view of the fact that he
had been opposing increases 1o the higher
officers, hard that this officer should
receive £25 less than his predecessor.

Tee PREMIER : The present occu-
pant of the position was promoted from
another position.  The salary of £400 a
year was fized as an all-round salary for
chief clerky,. When the classification
came on, that would have to be dealt
with. The system applied to this officer
the same as to others.

Land Selection Branch:

Mr. PIGOTT: Some nine or ten
months ago applications for land in the
South-Western District were, he had
been pgiven to understand, made to the
Minister for Lands, and the applications
were accepted. These people regarded
this as a sufficient title to induce them to
put in 4 number of months’” work on the
land, and to epend a good deal of
money. Some eight months after this
occurrence they received notice from the
Minister that a mistake had occurred,
and that the title could not be granted.
He did not know whether his information
was correct, but he simply wished the
Minister to enlighten him on the point.

Tre Minisree: Could the hon. mem-
ber tell him the person’s name?

Me. PIGOTT: No. He understood
there was a law case pending on thematter.

Tae MINISTER : There was one case,

| probably that to which the hon. member
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referred. At the time the Coolgardie
Water Scheme was first thought of a
large area of country on the Moore River
was reserved as a water catchment. That
reserve continued to exist, and a report
was handed to him showing that this
reserve was highly suitable for the growth
of oranges and lemons, and if subdivided
judiciously there was no country in the
State which would show better results.
He thought the matter was brought under
his notice originally by the Director of
Agriculture. Immediately that report
was received by him he (the Minister)
ordered that an officer of the department
should be sent to make an inspection and
classify that country. That was done
by. he believed speaking from memory,
Mr. Lewis. A man named Bandy applied
for one or two homestead farms, and-Mr.
Liddington, who he understood was man-
ager of a brewery in Perth, also had a
holding in the locality, and desired to
increase it. There was some error in the
Lands Department, due to the pressure
of work and the system of plans at one
time in vogue having been cancelled and
a new system of reserves adopted. He
waa speaking from memory, and if the
hon. member had told him he wished the
information, one would have been only
oo pleased to bring the file. The reserve
wagcut intotwo by these plans,and by some
error in the department an officer aceep-
ted the applications of the Bandy family
and they were approved whilst the country
was still portion of the reserve. These
applications and transfers were in conse-
quence ulire vires.

Mr. Pigorr: Had these
the land ?

Tue MINISTER: These people did
some work on the land. He said that
when this strip of country was being
dealt with, which he hoped would take
place before long, the claims of these
people would be taken into consideration.
At the same time he ordered that an
officer of the deparlment shonld again
inspect the land with a view to ascertain
what improvements, if any, had been
effected by these people.

Me. Pigorr: How long had theze
people been on the land ?

Tre MINISTER: That he could not
tell. A statement was made that they
had done some ringbarking.

people worked
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M=e. Moran had spoken to the Min-
ister about the matter months ago, and
introduced the man to him,

Tar MINISTER: Yes; the hon.
member introduced Mr. Liddington. He
(the Minister) felt strongly on the ques-
tion, and was fortified in the actlion he
took by the hon, member’s remarks. He
ingisted that the approvals should be
absolutely cancelled. The land was a
reserve, and the application should never
bave been granted. The applicants’
claims would receive due consideration.

Me. JACOBY : What was the use of
our discussing these things if we had to
go over them again? The amount paid
to the Under Secretary for Lands was
not excessive. The Minister had first of
all to see that there was efficient admin-
istration before he started increasing
salaries. Unquestionably the Tands
Department was disorganised, as was
shown by the instance mentioned by the
leader of the Opposition where an appli-
cation way made for a reserve and
granted.

TrE Minister: And cancelled immeo-
diately.

Me. JACOBY : The responsibility
must lie on the head of the department.
If we increased salaries we took up a
peculiar position. First of all we should
demand efficiency. Applications had
been received, and people had heen
allowed to come in afterwards and apply
for the same land. A case had come
under his notice during the day. A
man applied for ground, was told he was
certain to get it, and started to work on
it. Then the man found that the same
ground had been applied for previously
by another man who would have a better
claim. While these things existed we
should ask the officers for efficient
administration, and then we might
increase their salaries.

Ttem—Chiel Land Agent, £740:

Me, WALLACE: This agent was
identical with the agent who, according
to the evidence of the select commitiee
on the Land Act Amendment Bill, had
misled the Salvation Army into taking up
land.

Msz. Borees: Mr. Ranford still said
the same thing.

Mg. WALLACE : This was the highest
position outside the head office. Surely
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it was questionable whether this man's
gervices merited an increase. His salary
was said to include £150 for forage and
travelling allowances. One understond
he did not draw more than was actually
expended of this allowance, but roughly
the officer’s salary amounted to £590.
However, before the agent should get an
increase an inquiry should be made as to
whether he was dealing fairly with people
setiling on the land. In the case of the
Salvation Army settlement the sheep had
decreased from 3,000 to 500, and the
Minister for Lands and the responsible
officers smiled and expressed surprise at
these people being recommended to take
up this land as first-class land. One
desired that settlers should be protected
against the incapacity of an officer, be-
cause settlers were not acquainted with
the seil and sought the advice of people
capable of giving it. If we had an
officer in a responsible position not able

to give sound and reliable information,

we were doing a great injustice to the
people coming here, and in view of the
energetic action of the Minister in
inducing settlement, consideration should
be given tc¢ the gquestion as to whether
this officer should be allowed to retain
his position in the face of this case of the
Salvation Army where he gave unfair
and ruinous advice to would-be settlers.

Me. Burees: The officer thoroughly
believed in what he said.

Mzr. WALLACE: It was given in
evidence that the member for Northam,
the Surveyor General, and the Manager
of the Agricultural Bank, disagreed with
the officer’s classification. That being
the case, it was high time there was an
inquiry.

Tae MINISTER FOR LANDS: It
was hard to express any opinion off-hand
on the merits of the case. DMr. Ranford
was & man whose reputution was known
throughout the agricultural districts of
the State.

Me. Warrace: What about the repu-
tation of these other gentlemen ?

Tae MINISTER desired to tell the
House the reasons actuating him in
recommending to Cubinet this appoint-
ment at a salary which was approved by
the commnittee of Under Secretaries. Mr.
Ranford was originally a surveyor in the
department and was afterwards an in-
spector of plans, and subsequently was in
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charge of the Katanning office, and was
an officer who had done more for land
settlement within the limits of the State
than all the other officers of the Iands
Department put together, which was
saying a good deal.

Mr. Stone: This was a charge of
misrepresentation,

Me. Burags: The officer believed in
his epinion still.

Tee MINISTER: Oue might atiack
an individual inatance of a recommenda-
tion said to have been made by an officer
of the department who had been 19 years
in the service; hut was it reasonable to
expect the Minister to stand up in his
place in the House and answer the charge
without notice? It was not to be ex-
pected. The point was simply raised as
to whether the officer was to bave this
increase.

Mr. WaLrace: Au inquiry was usked
for only.

Tae MINISTER: lnstructions were
given to have the papers put on the table.
He would .be only teo happy to make
inquiries. At Katanning be saw in Mr.
Ranford’s house half a dozen selectors
camped in the dining room. Where
would we find a land officer doing this ?
Mr. Ranford told these people not to go
t0 the hotel, but to stretch out their rugs
and stay in his house. Probably a very
large portion of his salary was spent in
entertaining people looking for land. One
uever heard any selector state areason for
being disappointed with the land shown
to him by Mr. Hanford. No man was
more popular with the residents of any
locality than Mr. Ranford was with the
people he had settled on the land, and
one never heard a single complaint against
the officer. People were sent to him daily,
and they had nothing but gratification to
express for anything be did for them.
Mr. Ranford did not limit his work to
his office hours, but had frequently
worked 16 hours a day, and his office waa
a credit to the country. Bvery land office
should be on similar lines. Mr. Ranford
wag therefore asked to break up bis home
in Katanning and to travel around and
reorganise the office work in each district,
to check books and plans and to see that
tbe plans were kept up to date. Could
we expect him to do that withouta small
increase in salary ? Members would in-
dorse the increase. He (the Minister)
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would be only too pleased to inguire into |

the matter of the Salvation Army.

Me. TAYLOR: Had the select com-
mittee examined Mr. Ranford, it would
have thrown a different complexion on
the ability of that agent. However, the
evidence undoubtedly went to prove that
Mr. Ranford misled the Army. The then
Minister for Lands (Hon. G. Throssell)
said that he did not believe Mr. Ran-
ford had done anything wrong, but that
he was an enthusiast and had misled
the Army. IE this officer was an exthu-
siast, his enthusiasm would blind his
judgment.

Tee Minister: The officer did not
clagbify.

Mgr. WaLLacE:
a land guide,

Mz. TAYLOR: If the officer was a land
boomster and could persuvade strangers
to settle on land where they must
starve, was he worth his salary?

Tee MiNisree: Was that statement
fair, unlesa there was a case in point ?

M=r. TAYLOR ; There was the case of
the Salvation Army. The majority of
the seloct committee were practically
afraid to bring Mr. Ranford before them.
Possibly that was one reason for the
undue haste to pass the private Land
Act Amendment Bill. The member for
the Swan (Mr. Jacoby) and he (Mr.
Taylor) tried when on the gelect com-
mittee to get Mr. Ranford examined;
but in vain. ' Mr. Ranford was probably
identical with the gentleman who some
years ago visited the goldfields with a
four-in-hand and a divining rod, trying
to locate water.

Tee Mivistes : And he found it.

Me. TAYLOR: No. Martin Walsh
found it. If Mr. Ranford was paid to
sell second-class land at a first-class price
he wus doubtless a valuable officer; but
if hia duty was to straightforwardly point
ount tothe best of his ability the qualities
of the land, the country did not need an
officer whose enthusiasm blinded his
judgment. Was not Mr. Ranford the
officer who went through the Murchison
district with a magic lantern and a cart-
load of cabbages? What were his
duties? Was he a land guide, a land
agent, a surveyor, or a land classifier ?

M=z. Burges: Look at what he had
done alopg the Great Southern line.

The officer was only
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Mze. TAYLOR: The farmers did that.
If the hon. member wished to attack
anyone for running down the agricultural
possibilities of the State, attack the
Minister for Lands, who was chairman
of the select commitiee which a few years
ago recommended subsidising steamers to
import food from abroad because this
country could not produce it.

TuE MinisrEr: That report was very
creditable to the State.

Mzp. TAYLOR : It was one of the best
reports ever submitted to Parliament.
The Hon. G. Throssell and other wit-
nesses before therecent select committee
said that Mr. Ranford bad classified the
Salvation Army’s land; and thizs was
believed uatil the last witness examined
{the Surveyor General), who said the Jand
had been classified by Mr. Thomson.

Tee Craigman: The hon. member
must not discuss the select committee’s
report.

Me. TAYLOR: The name of the officer
must be mentipned; for the items in the
Estimates were jumbled up and not
numbered, thus affording another proof of
the bungling fashion in which the Esti-
mwates had been prepared.

Tax MINISTER FOR LANDS: Mr.
Ranford had been in charge of the
Katanning office. As stated & few minutes
ago, thia was the one land office which
wong a credit to the country; it had
settled a large number of persons on the
soil; and much of the settlement was
undonbtedly due to Mr. Ranford's hard
work, goodness of heart, and the kindness
and consideration which he showed to
people who were p ractically strangers in
a strange land. A glance at the map on
the wall would show the settlement along
the Great Southern railway; and a con-
siderable portion of that area came under
Mr. Ranford’s influence. For an in-
creace of £20 a year he was asked to break
up his home and undertake the reorganisa-
tion of all other land offices in the State,
inspecting them to see that they were up
to date, and examining their books, not
by way of audit but to satisfy himself
that they were being methodically and
thoroughly kept, and that the selecting
public were being provided with proper
facilities. In addition, he had new offices
to open, as it was intended to establish
small Jand offices in numerous districts
where there was a prospect of doing
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business. Mr. Ranford,: though of
course a licensed surveyor, was not a
laud classifier.

M=a. Jacopy : Who were the classifiers ?

The MINISTER: Twelve inspectors
in the Land Selection Branch.

Item—S8urveyor General, £700:

Mr. HOLMAN: Had tbis officer's
duties been so largely extended as to
warrant an increase of £100 ?

Tae MINISTER FOR LANDS: In
Victoria the Surveyor General received
£700 0. year, in Sonth Australia £900,
in New South Wales £800, and in
Queensland the Chief Surveyor received
£450, there being no Surveyor General.
Mr. Johnston had been in the service
for some 20 years, drawing a salary of
£600 a year as the head of a very large
professional department; and in view of
the salaries paid to the Engineer-in-
Chief, to the other professional heads of
departments in this State, and to the
surveyors geueral elsewhere, the mcrease
was very reasonmable. Mr. Johnston
might have incurred some hostility
because of the arrears of survey ; but was
it reasomable to conclude that the
Surveyor General was responsible for not
doing work for which Parliamnent did not
provide funds? Those who knew how
Mr. Johoston discharged his duties would
doubtless admnit that he was entitled to
this increase.

Item—DMargares and Yallingup Caves,
Grant to Board £1,000:

Me. JACOBY: What had been done
with regard to these caves? A similar
amount was voted last year.

Tue MINISTER : This vote was to
pay salaries of rangers and caretakers
controlling the caves. Money would be
spent in improving the entrances and the
general works within the caves and the
reserves surrounding them. The matter
had been discussed by the Secretary for
Lands and the Caves Board, who were of
opinion that a smaller amount would not
meet the requirements. He (the Minis-
ter) drew some attention to this matter
last year, and he had done so again before
the item appeaved on the Estimates.

M=r. Jacosy: Had the Minister any
figures showing the number of visitors to
these caves?
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Tur MINISTER : There was a return,
but he had not the figures at his fingers’
ends; he would supply them to the hon.
member, Up to this year the caves were
in their infancy; but arrangements had
been made for extensively advertising
the caves, so that people need not travel
East for their holidays, but could take
an opportunity of going to these caves
where there was a pood climate, and
spend their holiday expenses within the
Statc.

Me. HASTIE: Was any provision
made for the Wanneroo Caves, and was
this £1,000 to be an annual vote? ILast
year a sum of £1,000 was voted and
£1,200 spent. .

Tae MINISTER : If the income from
the caves was as good as uanticipated
there would be no occagion to vepeat the
vote. In New South Wales a splendid
revenue was derived from people visiting
the caves there. So far as the Yanchep
Caves were concerned there was a vote
oz the Estimates for openimg the road,
and as soon as an approach to the caves
was provided, the question of developing
the caves on similar lines to the other
caves would be taken into consideration.

Item—Surveys generally, £22,000:

Mr. THOMAS: A sum of £14,400
was expended last year on this work.
How long wae it anticipated before the
permanent survey to Esperance would be
completed, and what proportion of thia
vote was to be devoted to that work ?

Tae MINISTER FOR LANDS: That
was a railway matter, and ¢id not come
within the scope of the Lands Depart-
ment.

Mer. BURGES: There was an increase
of £9,000 on the SBurvey vote. Was the
money to be expended on new surveys?

Tere MINISTER: There were special
items to cover new surveys. This item
was for the ordinary surveys of the State,
He had ao elaborate return which he
referred toin his opening remarks. If
the hon. member wished to see the return
it would be placed at his disposal. Tt
showed the work which had been done in
connection with this vote.

Mr. BURGES: Had any money been
expended on the survey of pastoral
country so as to afford inforwation
in regard to pastoral lands? He had
gone to the Lands Office and asked for
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information with regard to certain lease-
hold lands, but could not obtain that
information, as it was not available. The
people of the country were crying out in
regard to the meat supplies, and he
hoped the Minister would have surveys
made of pastoral land, so that people
could take it up and supply stock for
the country generally. Good stock routes
were required so that the country could
be settled. If £10,000 more were spent
on this work to give information about
pastoral country, good would be done.
He would go farther than the energetic
Minigter had gone and supply informa-
tion in regard to all the lands of the
State, and not only the agricultural
lands. If it was desired to settle people
on the land, there wust be surveys of
main routes made so as to enable people
to find the land. The Minister should
not ooly push agricultural settlement,
but pastoral seltlement, so that stock
could be raised and brought down to
fatten in the South.

Me. STONE : Last year £13,000 was
voted for surveys gemerally; this year
£22,000 was asked for, which was very
liberal. The total spent last year was
£66,964 10s., and 1t was proposed to
spend this year £108,420 16s. 8d., which
he thought showed a very reasonable
increase. The form of these Estimates
wag unsatisfactory, there being no guide
for a member to pick up items. He
regretted the undue haste with whick the
Chairman passed on to other matters,
seeing the complicated way in which the
Estimates were laid before members.
He did not know why the Chairman
acted thus, unless it was due to the
possible glory of some future greatness
hanging over him.

Tee PREMIER: We were dealing
with surveys generally. He agreed with
the member for York (Mr. Burges) that
we could usefully spend a great deal
more money than was provided on these
Estimates. We wanted an adequate
system of gsurveys, and should have to
apply for a large sum for years to come
to enable us to make up the arrears of
the past. But we could not carry out
surveys east, west, north, and south at
once. If the hon. member could increase
the vote and the Committee would agree,
he (the Premier) would be inclined to
support him ; but the increase here made
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was a substantial one, and a sufficient
indication of the (fovernment’s apprecia-
tion of the need of carrying on surveys
in the various parts of the State.

Mr. THOMAS: Could the Minister
give the House any - general information
as to the progress of stock routes in the
district of Eucla, bécause a lot of money
had been spent in boring holes in that
direction ?

Tae MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
Minister for Works controlled the vote
in connection with the stock routes, but
he might tell the hon. member that this
route bad received particular attention at
the Minister's hands.

Item--Examination and Survey of
route for rabbit-proof fence, £1,500:

Me. THOMAS: Tremendous confusion
was caused owing tu the items not being
numbered, and it being exceedingly
difficult to know when one was passing
itemns. Rabbits were advancing at a
terrific rate, and they now existed in
Queensland in the 18th parullel. If the
were in Queensland in the 18th parallel,
they might be in the centre of the
Northern Territory of South Australia.
The matter had been brought seriously to
his attention; and he would suggest
that if wire petting was not available
here a cable should be sent to any part
of the world where there was some
available, so that proceedings could be
taken at once. Now there was still time,
and we knew that rabbits were not in the
stock country, the Kimberleys Easgt and
West, a start should be made to run the
fence, say, somewhere about the 18th
parallel, briog it a little south of Broome,
and run a line from there to the South

. Australian DLorder up to the north along

the boundary between the two countries.
A wire rabbit-proof fence would not pay
where we were dealing with the number
of acres to the sheep instead of the num-
ber of sheep to the acre, but it was
desirable to preserve the stock country.
Tee PREMIER: Tbe Government
were alive to the need of taking prompt
steps to check the rabbit invasion, and

.he hoped that at the next sitting they

would be able to make a statement to
the House.

Me. THOMAS: This afternoon he
received information which made the
matter more serious than it seemed three
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da,ys ago when he was speaking about ' had been dome.

TBE PREMIER: The wisest course
was to be well in advance of the rabbits,
He proposed to ask that progress be
re orted at the end of this item, because

en we dealt with agricultvre we in-
dlrectly approached the question of rab-
bits and stock, to which he understood
more direct reference would be made on
Tuesday next.

Item—Reward for discovery of road
from Derby through Leopold Ranges to
Hann River, £300:

Me. PIGOTT: Why was this put on
the Estimates ?

Tee MINISTER FOR LANDS:
The question arose through a deputa-
tion which came from Kimberley, if be
remembered aright. He had received
several deputations, and the idea was to
find a dray route through the ranges on
to the new country. The matter was
discussed, and ultimately it was deter-
mined that a reward should be offered
with the object of inducing any settler of
that part to discover practically a dray
route through the Leopold Ranges which
would give access to West Kimberley
and the rich pastoral land supposed to
exist on the other side of the ranges.
That had been advertised in the Press
and the Government Gazelle, and what-
ever kind of advertising there was in
Kimberley had been resorted to. We
had bad eommunications from one or
two that they were able to find such a
route, but so far as his knowledge went
no direet application had yet been made
for the noney.

Mr. PIGOTT: What he understood
was that it was simply an ordinary stock
roufe; but the Minister said a route over
which a dray could go.

Tee Minisrer: Yes. They bad to
take a dray out and bring it back again.

Me. PIGOTT: Cattle had, he was |

sure, been takem over a route, and he
was inclined to think drays could go.
M=z. Morarv: A dray had been taken

out.
Me. PIGOTT:

Though he might-
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alienate some of his supporters, he con- .

sidered it his duty to bring this matter
before the Committee in order that it
might be gome into. Apparently this
money had not been paid, and a wrong
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The State bad gome to
great expense in having country sur-
veyed. It had been offered to anyone
who would take it at un exceedingly cheap
rate, and he heartily agreed that we
should throw open the land; especially
should we offer inducements to people to
take up land in that part of the world.
He was inclined to think that the bulk
of the land had been already taken up.
Instead of offering a rewurd to anyone to
find a road, we might wait until people
complained that they couid mnot get to
the country. Hec had not heard of any
complaints as yet. The money should
be given to the local board to spend on
the improvement. of the road when it was
found. So doing would bave a more
beneficial effect on the district. The
country had been gone over many times
and was known, and he was inclined to
think wagons had already gone over a
road to it. It would be as well to devote
the money to the improvement of the
road rather than give it to one persom.

Tae MinisteEr For Lanpa: The con-
ditions were very stringent.

M=z. CONNOR: The Minister should
tell us something about surveys in Kim-
berley.

Tae Ministee: Thatitem was passed,
but the information would be given.

Mr. CONNGR: The Minister had
better give the information.

Tre Pgremigr: The hon. member
should not threaten,

M=z. CONNOR would threaten that if
his question was not answered it would
be heard of again. The Premier should
not try to bluff the House, for members
bad a right to ask for information.
Members 1o outside districts should be
consulted with reference to works to be
done in their districts. As a matter of
fact, East Kimberley was being run
by the member for East Fremantle (Mr,
Holmes), who told the Minister what was
to be done in the district. An instance
in point was the dip outside Wyndham.
He (Mr. Connor) knew more about the
country than the member for East Fre-
mantle, but was pot consulted on the
matter, as the member for East Fre-
mantle went to the Minister and told him
what to do.

Tre MixisTer: The member for East
Fremantle was accompanied by th
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partner of the member for East Kim. |

berley.

Mz. CONNOR: Nothing would bave

been said about the matter had it not been
for the remark of his distinguished and
hasty friend, the Premier. The Premier’s
attitude was not fair, and private members
had a right to resent it. On a question
of vital importance to a member’s district
the member should be consulted.

Tue Min1aTER : The hon. member was
consulted on matters.

Mer. CONNOR: But not with regard
to this question.

TaE MinisTeR : There wasa resnlution
of the House with regard to this matter.

Me. CONNOR : All these negotiations
took place later on.

TaeE MINISTER:
unfair.

Mzr. CONNOR : It was true, neverthe-
less, and truth was sometimes nasty.
The member for East Fremantle, who
had just come into the House, had fixed
* uwp where the dip was to be built at
Wyndham.

Tar Minisrer : The statement was not
fair.

Mr. CONNOR: It should not have
oceurred.

Mr. Houmes:; The matter could be
explained in a few words.

Mr. CONNOR did not want the
explanation of the hon. member.

Mr. HormEes: The hon. member should
not say behind another member’'s back
wkat he would not say to his face.

The statement was

Mg, CONNOR would not resort to the.

tactics for which the hon. member was
notorious. He hoped he would never be
accused of resorting to them except by
somebody who was as irresponsible for
statements of that sort as the member for
East Fremantle. Hon. members should
take to heart the question of interference
in other mermbers’ constituencies by
people who knew nothing about the dis-
tricte.

Mg. HOLMES : The member for East
Kiwmberley had said that any suggestion
he made to the Minister for Lands for
anything to be done in East Kimberley
was good enough to prevent anything
being done.

Me. Cornor: That was very nearly
true. .

Tre MinisTEr said he did not think
80.

| the hon. member's claimn.
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Me. HOLMES : The member for East
Fremantle made no secret of the fact that
the Minister in power would do nothing
for him. He (Mr. Holmes) was inter-
ested in Bast Kimberley and koew its
possibilities. It was his duty as a mem-
ber of Parlizment to interest himself in
what was going on in East Kimberley as
in any other part of the State. He was
interested in East Kimberley in connec-
tion with the tick question. If there
were anything to which the.wember for
Eagt Kimherley could take exeeption, it
was in his (Mr. Holmes's) action in suc-
cessfully moviog that the tick restrictions
should be removed. The hon. member
did not object to this action, but urged
him (Mr, Holmes) to it and undertook to
agsist him,

Mgr. Convor: Had he urged the homn.
member to have a dip constructed at
Wyuodham ?

Mz. HOLMES : No.

Me. Connor: That was correct.

Mg. HOLMES: The hon. member
assisted in every way to have a motion
carried that provision should be made for
dipping cattle at Wyndhaw. He (Mr.
Holmes) naturally took the next step to
gsee that provision was made for the dip.
Having ascertained from Messrs, Connor,
Doherty, & Durack, Ltd., that the last
boat for the year for Wyndham was
leaving within a few days, he wired to
the Minister for Lands: * Steamer Hock-
ing rails for Wyndbam on Monday. If
wmaterial for cattle dip is to be of any use
it must be sent by this vessel, as it is
last boat for Wyndham this year.” The
Minister replied that arrangements would
be made. Had it not been for this inter-
ference ou his part the material for the
dip would not have been sent up until
next year,

TuE PREMIER:
membetr’s grievance,

Mz. HOLMES: Yes; and the hon.
member knew it. The dip would not
have been ready for the next season.
Because be had sufficient foresight to see
thut the material would be arranged for
—and the member for East Kimberley
bad not—le was charged with jumping
If the hon,
member neglected the requirements of
East Kimberley, he (Mr. Holmes), as an
elector of East Kimberley, had a perfect

That was the hon.
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right to step in and see that things were
done.

Me, CONNOR : The member for
East Kimberley admitted that he inter-
fered with business which practically
was not his concern, and talked about
the dip.

Tae Caaipman could not see what
this had to do with surveys.

Mg. CONNOR: Surely an explanation
could be made. If not, he would take
the feeling of the House, as he simply
desired to say that in a case like this,
with the practical knowledge he pos-
sessed, Le might have been consulted in
the matter. The member for East Fre-
mantle (Mr, Holmes) mentioned the
location of the dip, which was wrong to
start with, being 12 miles out, so that
cattle dipped in it would, two days after-
wards, have as many tick as they had
before dipping. The hon. member had
come to the House with a gentleman
from Kimberley, and had two or three
interviews on this matter with the Minis-
ter, Every private member should resent
the Minister's action.

Ter MINISTER: On these mafters
be consulted the Chief Inspector of Stock,
who had visited this locality. Omn all
occasions he (the Minister) was glad of
the assistance of hon. members, more
particularly on matters concerning dis-
tant localities, The hon. member knew
that he had always been anxious to dis-
cuss this subject with members interestad,
and bad done so with the member for
Beverley (Mr. Harper) and others. The
other day he (the Minister) was intro-
duced to Mr. Durack in the Assembl
Refreshment-room, and there was a desul-
tory conversation, The item * Surveys
in Kimberley ”” was provided to carry out
some topographical surveys to obtain
farther information as to the physical
features of the country, and to locate the
tick boundary between East and West
Kimberley. The hon. member {Mr. Con-
nor) would doubtless appreciate this
provision,

Item—Opening tracks to agricultural
lands, £1,000:

Mgr. STONE asked for information.

Tas MINISTER FOR LANDS: In
this large State patches of good country
were repeatedly brought under notice by
departwental officers, and often by ont-

[ASSEMBLY.]
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siders interested in land settlement. This
new item was provided to give intending
selectors a blazed track with the mileage
marked, thus providing a tie-line by
which they could locate theirlands. Even
a road for a pack.-horse would do wuch
to open up such portions of the State;
und he bad in mind half-a-dozen places
where good couniry had been classified,
but was lying idle for want of communi-
cation, which there was no local governing
body to provide.

Mg. JACOBY aupported the item.

Mz. Bueees: The hon. member would
not get any of the money. He had had
too much already.

Mr. JACOBY &aid he did not want a
peany of it. When opening purchased
estates the Government should provide
communication by road. The sale of
these often realised large sums, yet
settlers thereon had no means of getting
produce to market. When such areas
were distant from a railway, money should
be provided for completing a main road.
The item would provide blazed tracks or
bridle-paths; but we might scon be
forced to provide roads immediately such
areas were opened, In some cases roads
would be better than agrieultural rail-

ways.
Mp. HOLMAN: There was no item
for the departmental lecturer, Mr.

Wilbur, who had done good work, being
well spoken of both on the Murchison
and on the Eastern Goldfields. He was
paid £12 10s. per month, with 10s. a
day for expenses and 6s. a day for an
assistant.

Tae Mirister: The lecturer, being
blind, had to be provided with an
attendant. When on the fields Mr.
Wilbur’s allowance was increased.

Mep. HOLMAN: But the extra
expenses considerably reduced the salary.
Prior to Mr. Wilbur’s appointment Mr,
Ranford did exactly the sume work, and
not at all better, at a salary of £700 a
year and expenses, though Mr. Wilbur’s
net income was but £] a week.

Tre Minister: Mr. Wilbur received
£150 a year as a retaining fee.

Mg. HOLMAN: On the fields he
received £3 a week; and deducting his
expenses when on the Murchison, he
would not have £1 to himself. He had
to pay some 21s. a day for the two men
with him. It was not right to take
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advantage of a blind man by making him °

work for £1 a week.

Tae MINISTER: The hon. member
was ratber uncharitable.

Tae PrEMIER: And very unjust.

Tae MINISTER : Mr. Wilbur’s retain-
ing fee amounted to practically £150 a
year. Owing to his blindness the Gov-
ernment paid his assistant and his assis-
tant’'s expenses. He (the Minister)
believed that the fees and expenses were
fixed by mutual agreement, and that Mr.
Wilbur was well satisfied. In such
places as Kalgoorlie good accomwmoda-
tion was obtainable for less than £2a
week; and except in outiying localities
Mr. Wilbur seldom visited a town and
returnéd on the same day. In large
towns he delivered more than one lecture,
go a8 to accommodate school children
and miners working in different shifts.

Tae PrEmier: Mr. Wilbur was a
very good lecturer, and deserved every
encouragement.

Me. FOULKES: Doubtless the Min-
ister had every desire to treat Mr.
Wilbur fuirly. The lectures were a great
success; but the remuneration was not
too liberal, lecturers being as a rule paid
much higher salaries than this. His
lectures had induced many to settle on
the land, and the retaining fee should be
incressed to £200 per annum. Years
ago £500 a year was puid by this State
to a lecturer in England.

Mz. DAGLISH : Except the Minister,
none knew more than he of this appoint-
ment; and as one who advocated the
appointment he was pleased at the treat-
ment accorded to Mr. Wilbur by the
present Minister for Lands--treatment
mn marked contrast to that received from
the Minister’s predecessor. But £150 a
- year was not a living wage for a lecturer.
After hearing two or three lectures by
Mr. Wilbur, he (Mr. Daglish) helieved
that gentleman was well worthy of the
position. Two hundred pounds was the
minimum that should be paid to him. In
spite of the disadvantages that Mr.
Wilbur laboured under, having to take
an attendant with bim, if the officer
received £200 the State would be getting
ample value. The Government should
do something to induce the agriculturists
in the Eastern States to come over here.
At present we were drawing far too

largely from the town workers of the |
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Eastern States, and far too few agricul-
turiste. He strongly urged that Mr,
Wilbur should be sent to the Eastern
States to induce some of the people who
were at present leaving for South Africa
to come to Western Australia.. A great
number of people at present were leaving
New South Wales, Victoria, and South
Australia for South Africa, and we might
induce them to take the shorter journey,
which would not only confer a benefit on
our State, but would entitle us to the
gratitude of the Eastern States for keep-
ing the people within federal dominions.
He hoped the services of this lecturer
would be utilised outside as well as inside
the State.

Mr. HOLMAN: The attendant who
travelled with Mr. Wilbur received £100
a year, making £250 a year for the two
officers. It was absclutely necrssary for
two men to go on a lecture tour, one to
manipulate the lantern, and the other to
describe the pictures shown. It was
hardly fair to state that the attendant
had to accompany Mr. Wilbur, as it was
necesgary for two men to properly give the
lecture. If the Minister found out that
Mr. Wilbur was not properly paid, and
that often he came away from a trip to
the country with very little after paying
his expenses, would Mr. Wilbur be given
anincrease? No onerequired Mr. Wilbur
to go through the State doing good work
and getting no bemnefit.

Vote put and passed.

Agriculture, £21,19310s.:

On motion by the PrEMIER, progress
reported and leave given to sit again.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 20 minutes
past 10 o'clock, until the next Tuesday.



